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The Third Sunday after Michaelmas (Trinity 21) 
St. John 4:46-54: “Faith Is Founded on Jesus’ Word.” 
October 20/21, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O almighty, eternal God, dear Father in heaven!... Open our eyes of faith so that we may be able 
to see the riches of Your goodness! Open our hearts that the light of Your glorious grace may 
shine there, so that we may be able to know You and Your kindness toward us, so that we may 
be able to know You in Him who has revealed to us Your will and the love with which You love 
us! And we pray You: Again let Your holy Word, around which we now are gathered, be a 
blessing for us! Yes, this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. (U. V. Koren’s Works, Vol. 1, p. 393) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
So [Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where He had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When this man heard that Jesus had come 
from Judea to Galilee, he went to Him and asked Him to come down and heal his son, for he 
was at the point of death. / So Jesus said to him, “Unless you [people] see signs and wonders 
you will not believe.” / The official said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” / Jesus 
said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and 
went on his way. As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was 
recovering. So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” / The father knew that was the hour when 
Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. / 
This was now the second sign that Jesus did when He had come from Judea to Galilee. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who gives life, salvation, and peace to all who trust in Him, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
The devil knows how to get at you, and he knows how to get at me. He’s been doing his 
deceitful and destructive work for a long time. His goal is very simple: Keep unbelievers from 
the saving Word of Jesus and pull believers away from Jesus’ Word. Jesus’ Word is the light 
that pierces the devil’s darkness. It is the source of hope in his world of despair. It is the means 
by which life is brought into his kingdom of death. This is why Christians want to hear and 
learn the Word. They want to be fortified against the devil’s attacks. 
 
The devil tempts us to the opposite of what today’s Epistle Lesson describes (Eph. 6:10-17). 
Instead of fastening on “the belt of truth,” the devil wants us to be unprepared to face temptation 
and counter his errors. Instead of putting on “the breastplate of righteousness,” the devil wants our 
hearts to be exposed to his seductions. Instead of shoes made ready “by the gospel of peace,” the 
devil wants us to be ready to run from Christ when our beliefs are challenged. Instead of taking 
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up “the shield of faith,” the devil wants us to be vulnerable to his many accusations. Instead of 
wearing “the helmet of salvation,” the devil wants us to think that our reason will do more for us 
than a godly faith. And instead of taking up “the sword of the Spirit,” the devil wants us to set 
aside the Word for the sake of peace in this world. 
 
These are “the schemes of the devil.” These are the ways the devil tries to destroy our faith. He 
may try to ruin faith by an all-out attack, whether through a sudden loss of good health, or a 
job, or a loved one. But most often, the devil does his work slowly and subtly. He will try to 
convince you that can enjoy both sin and faith. You can have this secret sin and still have a good 
reputation. You can have a vice or two and still be a good Christian. You can be totally 
comfortable in the world and in the church at the same time. 
 
The devil is “a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44). The Apostle John writes that “Whoever makes a 
practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1Jn. 3:8). 
 

I 
Jesus pointed out one of the devil’s works when a nobleman came to Him in Cana. The 
nobleman’s son was sick and didn’t have long to live. They must have spent all their resources 
on conventional treatments, and nothing worked. You can imagine how distressful this would 
have been. But the nobleman had heard about Jesus, that He had power to perform miracles. So 
he hurried from Capernaum to Cana, a span of about twenty miles, to ask for His help. 
 
The first words Jesus said to him were jarring, “Unless you [people] see signs and wonders you will 
not believe.” Jesus was speaking about the Galileans, the people of His home territory. But His 
indictment applies to us and all sinners. We are those for whom faith does not seem sufficient. 
We want proof—physical, tangible, undeniable proof. “What good does ‘trusting in the Lord’ 
do,” we think, “when someone we love is sick?” or “when our possessions are destroyed?” or 
“when our life is falling apart?” 
 
We look for “signs and wonders” from God. We want Him to provide miraculous healing to 
those who are ill. We want Him to restore the things we lose and bless us with even more, like 
He did for Job. We want Him to fix all our hurts, all our pains, all our troubles, so that we can 
enjoy the happy and carefree life that so many others seem to have. 
 
When these things that we ask Him for and pray for don’t happen, the devil sows seeds of 
doubt and despair. “Perhaps God isn’t as powerful as you thought!” he whispers. “Perhaps He 
doesn’t love you like you thought He did!” “Perhaps His Word cannot be trusted!” That last lie 
is especially troubling. If the Word of God is not true, everything we have centered our lives on, 
everything we have hoped for, is empty. 
 
If what the Bible says is not true, the evidence of creation and conscience would tell you there is 
a God. But you would not know who He was. What you would be aware of is your sin. You 
would question whether you were right with this God, and you would try to take steps to make 
sure you are. This is what you see in all the non-Christian religions of the world. They are all 
based on the premise that we must make ourselves right with God by how we live and how we 
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worship Him. Or you might decide to ignore the reality of God like the atheists and agnostics 
do and live your life however you want. 
 
If the Word of God is not true, then the Son of God did not take on human flesh in the Virgin 
Mary. Then He did not live a perfect life in your place. Then He did not go to the cross carrying 
all your sin. Then He did not rise again from the dead on Easter morning. Then He did not 
place His forgiveness and life in the Word and Sacraments. If none of these things happened, 
then you have nothing to look back on in your life except sin, and you have nothing to look 
forward to except death. This is what it means if God’s Word cannot be trusted. 
 
The devil certainly would have tried to plant doubt in the nobleman’s mind. Jesus had just sent 
him home with the words, “Go; your son will live.” The text says that the man “believed the word 
that Jesus spoke to him,” but could he really be sure his son would be fine? The nobleman pushed 
those doubts aside and continued on his way. Then he was met with the happy news that his 
son had indeed recovered—and at the exact moment that Jesus said, “Your son will live.” 
 

II 
It was the powerful Word of Jesus that brought healing to the nobleman’s son. Jesus did not 
have to travel there and take the boy by the hand in order to heal him. He simply spoke His 
Word. This should be a great comfort to us. Jesus does not have to be visibly present with us in 
order to help us. He knows our condition. He knows how we struggle with our particular sins, 
and the shame we feel because of them. He knows when we are full of grief and hopelessness 
and the desperate feeling that we cannot escape the troubles we face. 
 
Jesus does not come to us visibly to make everything better in an instant. But He does speak His 
Word, a Word which has tremendous power. Jesus’ Word imparts to us in the present whatever 
He has promised in the past. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,” He says, “and I will 
give you rest.” He spoke those words nearly 2,000 years ago, but they are just as true and 
powerful today. Here is another promise: “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (Jn. 8:31-32). And another promise: “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die” (Jn. 11:25-26). 
 
It is through these promises of Jesus that faith is formed in sinful hearts. The Bible says, “So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). When sinners come to 
faith through the Gospel by the power of Holy Spirit, the great burdens of guilt that they carry 
are lifted off their shoulders. All our sin and guilt was put on Jesus to carry for us. He suffered 
and died for all our sins, for all the times that we let “the devil, the world and our own flesh” 
overcome us and “lead us into misbelief, despair and other shameful sin and vice” (Small 
Catechism, Sixth Petition). 
 
All of these past failures and sins are removed from us, and in their place, Jesus puts His 
righteousness. By the power of His Word in Holy Absolution, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, 
Jesus declares us right with God and perfectly holy in His sight. These are the great and eternal 
blessings that God promises us and all sinners in His Word. The nobleman believed this Word, 
and He proclaimed it to his entire household. His son was not saved through human wisdom, 
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through the efforts of the best doctors money could buy. His son was saved through Jesus’ 
Word, and the whole household believed. 
 
We do not always understand why we must endure one trial or another in this world, or why 
God doesn’t graciously bring these problems to a quick end. But we can trust His Word. With 
Paul we say, “Let God be true though every one were a liar!” (Rom. 3:4). Our Faith Is Founded on 
Jesus’ Word. It is a sure foundation, with “Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20). 
The devil will try to convince us that it is a false word, but “the shield of faith” extinguishes all 
those flaming darts. Our faith is enlivened and strengthened by Jesus’ Word, which can 
overcome every attack of the devil and his allies. 
 
Therefore with the psalmist David we say, “O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let 
not my enemies exult over me…. Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you” (Ps. 25:2,20). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


