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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

God, pour out the love of Jesus Christ in our hearts, that our whole life may bear witness that 
we are Your children, loving one another and walking in the light. Give us confidence to 
proclaim Your truth. Give us joy in tribulations for the sake of Jesus’ name. Have mercy on the 
world, and let our testimony convert many. Grant us grace, merciful God. Amen. (Laache, Book 
of Family Prayer, p. 359) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “These things I command you, so that you will love one another. / “If the world 
hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of My name, 
because they do not know Him who sent Me.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who perfectly spoke the truth in love (Eph. 4:15), so that sinners might repent 
and believe in Him, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
For most of the apostles, we know something about their personal lives. We know their 
occupation before they were apostles. We know some of the questions they asked Jesus, and the 
statements they made. We can also read Gospels and Epistles recorded by apostles such as 
Matthew, John, Peter, and Paul. But we know very little about Simon and Jude, whose saint day 
has been established on October 28. 
 
Simon is referred to in the New Testament as “the zealot” (Lk. 6:15; Ac. 1:13). This may mean that 
he belonged to a Jewish revolutionary force called the “Zealots” before he became an apostle. 
This group opposed Roman rule over Israel and was willing to use force to advance Israel’s 
independence. There is no other mention of this apostle Simon beyond his name and title. 
 
Simon’s fellow apostle, Jude, is listed either before (“Thaddaeus”—Mt. 10:3; Mk. 3:18) or after 
him (Lk. 6:16; Ac. 1:13) when the twelve apostles are named together. Jude, or Judas, was a 
common name at this time, just as the names Simon and James were. There were two apostles 
named Simon, two named James, and two named Jude, or Judas. The only time the apostle Jude 
is quoted in the New Testament, he is clearly identified as “Judas (not Iscariot)” (Jn. 14:22). While 
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it is possible that the apostle Jude wrote the second to last book of the Bible, it is generally 
thought that a different Jude is the author. 
 
Historical tradition indicates that Simon and Jude worked as missionaries in Persia following 
Pentecost, and that they were martyred there at the same time (Lindemann, The Sermon and the 
Propers, Vol. IV, pp. 119-120). This may explain why their lives are commemorated on the same 
day. But it could also be because little more can be said about one than the other. 
 

I 
The apostles Simon and Jude are not important to us because of their personal lives. There are 
no lessons to be learned from their weak or courageous statements of faith, because none of 
those statements are recorded. They were two men chosen by Jesus to witness His wonderful 
words and actions over three years, and then to Speak the Truth about His death and 
resurrection “in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Ac. 1:8). 
 
We do not have personal accounts of their missionary activity. But Jesus’ words to the disciples 
the night before His death give us an idea what they faced. Jesus warned them that the world 
would hate them just as it hated Him. They would be persecuted on account of His name. And 
so it happened. The apostle James was killed by government officials (Ac. 12:2). The apostle 
Peter was arrested shortly afterward and would have been killed also, but he was freed from jail 
by an angel (vv. 3-11). The apostle Paul details many abuses and troubles he endured simply 
because of what he preached (2Co. 11:23-27). 
 
What is it that makes the world react in this way? What is so scary about the Christian message? 
Paul explained that “Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles” (1Co. 1:22-23). The Gospel stands in the way of 
human thinking, and therefore it is opposed. 
 
The Jews expected a Messiah who would come with great power and wow the world with His 
mighty works. Instead Jesus came in humility and suffered a wretched death on the cross. This 
is not what they were looking for in the Messiah. The Gentiles on the other hand seek wisdom. 
Their god is the human mind. If something does not match their natural sentiments, they reject 
it. In this thinking, there is no place for an incarnate God and a victorious resurrection. 
 
This is why Jesus is rejected. The world’s unbelievers are not convinced they need a Savior, and 
they are offended by the Christians’ insistence that they do. They want to believe that they are 
basically good, and that they are in firm control of their own destiny. But the Bible teaches the 
opposite. It teaches that all people by nature are dead in sin and are on the road to eternal 
punishment in hell. Unless the Holy Spirit works faith in human hearts, they cannot be saved. 
 
So every Christian should expect this hatred and persecution in the world, just as the apostles 
did. Christianity is a religion of self-denial in a world that preaches self-indulgence. It is a 
religion of humble faith in a world that preaches pride and self-determinism. It is a religion of 
love for others in a world that preaches hatred and revenge toward one’s enemies. Jesus said, 
“If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 
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But the primary problem we face as Christians is not the wrath of the world. It is the weakness 
of our own flesh and our constant failings. Jesus chose us “out of the world,” and yet we so often 
speak and think and act no different than those who still are “of the world.” We take the Lord’s 
name in vain just like unbelievers do. We exhibit anger and hatred like they do. We deny our 
sins like they do. We gossip like they do. We live selfishly like they do. We buy into the lie that 
the way to be happy and successful and to get the most out of life is to put ourselves first. 
 

II 
Suppose Simon and Jude and the other apostles had done this. If they did what was beneficial 
for themselves, they would have quietly left Jerusalem after Jesus’ death and gone back to their 
previous occupations. Or they might have preached while times were good and then stopped 
preaching at the first sign of opposition. But the Holy Spirit compelled them to Speak the 

Truth, no matter the consequences. 
 
After Pentecost, Peter and John were hauled before the Jewish Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. The 
Jewish leaders “charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.” But the apostles 
replied, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for 
we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Ac. 4:18-20). How could they deny the One 
who had died and risen again? How could they fail to tell people what this meant—that sin is 
forgiven and death defeated? No better news than this had ever been spoken or heard. God had 
visited His people! The world’s Savior had come! 
 
The apostles preached this message boldly and courageously, and their preaching turned the 
world upside down. The message of Christ crucified brought Jews and Gentiles, rich people and 
poor people, outwardly good people and outwardly bad people to faith in Jesus. They realized 
that all their attempts at self-justification were pointless; they could not save themselves. But 
Jesus had saved them. He had satisfied the righteous requirement of the law on their behalf and 
died in payment for their sin. 
 
This is the saving truth that has been passed along from generation to generation until it has 
come to you. You also are a sinner whom Jesus redeemed with His own blood, and whom He 
has clothed in His righteousness. You may have failed again and again and joined in the sins of 
the world again and again, but Jesus grants you forgiveness again and again through His Word 
and Sacraments. 
 
You would not know the good news of your salvation except for the work of the apostles and 
all the faithful confessors who followed them. Besides remembering the apostles Simon and 
Jude today, we also remember the work of Martin Luther and his fellow reformers. We know 
far more about Luther than we know about Simon and Jude. But Luther from 500 years ago and 
Simon and Jude from 2,000 years ago are significant for the same reason: They proclaimed the 
pure Gospel message. They counted “everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus” (Ph. 3:8). 
 
We honor the memory of these faithful confessors by doing the same thing. We fix our eyes on 
Jesus. We hear and learn His Word. We Speak the Truth. We take up our cross and follow after 
Him. We servants are not greater than our Master. If He, the Perfect One, was persecuted, then 
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we should expect no better treatment. If the God of perfect love was hated, then we should 
welcome the world’s disdain. 
 
We have a remarkable illustration of this when the Christian church was beginning to grow in 
Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit had given power to the apostles to preach and to heal the sick. More 
and more were coming to faith through the Gospel. The Jewish authorities wanted to put a stop 
to the apostles’ work before the movement grew any more. So the authorities “beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go” (Ac. 5:40). 
 
But instead of complaining about their injuries or shying away from their work, the apostles 
rejoiced “that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple 
and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (vv. 41-42). This 
courage and strength did not come from inside them. It came from God. 
 
That is where our courage comes from as well. Through the powerful Word, the Holy Spirit 
strengthens our faith, so that we are prepared to Speak the Truth in every situation. Like the 

Apostles, We Speak the Truth about Jesus. We proclaim everything He has done to save us and 
the whole world of sinners.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


