
 1 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
St. Matthew 6:24-34: “Is God Good?” 
September 8/9, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, help me to seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness. Give 
me childlike confidence in You. Give me a confident mind, and give me blessing in my 
vocation. Do not give me treasure or riches, but apportion to me my allotted bread. Lord, You 
know our heart and our temptations; have mercy, and fill us early with Your mercy, so that we 
may sing joyfully and be happy all our days. Amen. (Laache, Book of Family Prayer, 565-566) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. / 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you 
by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? / “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. / “Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who clothed Himself in your sin, so you would be arrayed in His righteousness, 
dear fellow redeemed: 
 
What would your life have to look like for you to be able to say, “I am content”? Would you say 
that if you had good health, but nothing else? How about good health, a good home, and a 
good-paying job, but no family or friends? How about good family and friends, but little in the 
way of earthly possessions? Contentment seems hard to come by. We think that this 
relationship, or this thing, or this promotion will finally bring us happiness. But when one goal 
is realized, we immediately face other troubles and problems. 
 
There are some people who seem unaware of any difficulty. They generally have a positive 
outlook and a cheerful disposition. Whether they are experiencing ups or downs, they express 
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thankfulness. This trait is most often demonstrated by the elderly, who have learned not to 
“sweat the small stuff,” and by the spiritually mature, who have learned to give their anxieties 
and troubles over to God.   
 
But for most of us, our days are punctuated by one worry after another and a persistent 
discontentment. As our troubles increase, we wonder why God doesn’t step in and fix 
everything. Isn’t He able to set everything right? Doesn’t He care about our problems? Or could 
it be that there is no God at all? In other words, we question if God is all-powerful, if God is 
merciful, and if God is real. 
 

I 
Proving that God is not real is the first goal of the atheists. Assuming there is no God, they 
argue that there are no concrete moral rules to govern our behavior, so how we live our life is 
entirely our choice. And they say that when we die, there is no afterlife; we simply cease to 
exist. This is a tough sell for those who want to believe their life has purpose, and for those who 
are convinced that there is more to the universe than what our eyes can see and our hands can 
touch. 
 
So then atheists move on to their next goal. If they cannot convince us there is no God, they will 
do their best to craft the sort of god we should believe in. Ultimately, this is the god of self, 
(which is really the atheist god). An atheist is not bothered by those who look for spiritual 
guidance inside themselves. He knows that “doing what I feel God wants me to do” is no 
different than “doing what I feel I want to do.” The god of our feelings does not trouble the 
atheist. 
 
But atheists are very much troubled by the God of the Bible. He is their chief enemy. So if they 
cannot convince people there is no God, then they want to get people to reject the Christian 
God. And how do they do that? They point to the evil in the world, and ask why the Triune 
God—if He is so powerful and good—doesn’t end the evil. And then they look at the 
Christian—a self-proclaimed “child of God”—and ask why their “heavenly Father” allows them 
to suffer and be sad, and why they die just the same as everyone else. “If the Christian God is 
real,” they say, “then He isn’t a very good God. And what is the point of following a God who 
is not good?” 
 
What do you think about that? How would you respond? Is God Good? If you focus only on 
the bad things in the world and the bad things that happen to you, you might wonder if God is 
good. But if you look at the many good things that happen even in this fallen world, you might 
think God is doing okay. 
 
But how you and I think about God does not change how He is and always has been. He is not 
subject to our performance review. He does not have His fingers crossed hoping we approve of 
Him. He is God, “from everlasting to everlasting” (Ps. 90:2). He is the Creator of all things and the 
Lord over all. We are not called to critique Him. We are called to love Him. Today’s Old 
Testament lesson from Deuteronomy 6 says, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might” (v. 5). This command applies, not just when things 
are good for us, but also when things are bad. 
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But why should we love a God who seems to be ignoring us or even attacking us? It is 
something like asking why you should love your children if they don’t do exactly what you tell 
them. You love them because they are your children. Why should you love your spouse when 
he or she is unkind? Because he or she is your spouse. Why should you love your brothers or 
sisters even when they annoy you? Because they are your siblings. Whether or not God seems to 
be good, we love Him because He is our God, our Creator, our Father. 
 

II 
And He most certainly is good. To illustrate God’s goodness, Jesus points to the birds of the air. 
How many do you suppose there are in just one square mile of this part of Iowa? There must be 
hundreds. They don’t have barns or bank accounts, and yet they have enough food year round. 
“Are you not of more value than they?” says Jesus. Or what about the lilies of the field? Do they 
appear to be worried about having something to wear? But if God clothes them so beautifully, 
won’t He make sure you have the clothing you need? 
 
The Lord has given each of us so much that our concern is not simply having food and drink, 
but having quality food and drink. We are not worried about having clothes to wear, but having 
fashionable clothes to wear. None of us who has a home to live in, food in the cupboards, clothes 
in the closet, and money in the bank should be discontent with our earthly mammon—our 
earthly possessions. And yet we often are. Why? On some level, it must be because we doubt 
that God is good. If we were convinced of His goodness, we would not doubt His care. 
 
Jesus knows this about us. That is why He spoke these words. He wants to teach us to take an 
honest look at our own hearts. He wants us to recognize our divided loyalties, that we trust 
partly in God and partly in ourselves. And He wants us to repent of this sin of idolatry, of 
making a god out of ourselves. There is no “God and.” We cannot serve God and money, God 
and the world, God and our own plans. As Jesus told Satan, “You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve” (Mt. 4:10). 
 
When Jesus said this to the devil, He was in great need. He had eaten nothing for forty days. 
Why would His heavenly Father let Him suffer like this? But we don’t hear Jesus asking 
“Why?” and “How long?” We hear Him quoting from and clinging to the Scriptures. He did not 
put Himself first. He put love for God and His Word first. He tells us to do the same: “But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
 
We “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” by hearing and learning God’s Word. It is 
through God’s Word that the Holy Spirit applies Jesus’ righteousness to us. What we could not 
do ourselves, Jesus did for us. We fail to love God with all our heart, soul, and might, so Jesus 
loved God perfectly in our place. Our sins of worry and anxiety and doubt could not add “a 
single hour to [our] span of life,” much less save us from death, so Jesus won eternal life for us 
through His death and resurrection. 
 
If we should worry about anything, it shouldn’t be how we will pay the bills or whether we will 
have enough for retirement. If anything, we should worry about how to remain in God’s favor. 
But we don’t even have to worry about this. God is not angry with us. He will not punish us for 
our sinful priorities and our “little faith.” His answer for our sin was the sending of His only-
begotten Son. Jesus shed His blood for each time that you put your earthly plans and your 
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earthly possessions before Him, for each time that you tried to serve both Him and the world, 
for each time that you stayed up all night worrying only to have everything work out better 
than you could have hoped. 
 
The good God “knows [our] need, and well provides [us]” (ELH 177, v. 1). He promises that 
those who “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” will receive not only what they 
need spiritually, but also what they need for this body and life. The providence of our earthly 
needs is what Jesus refers to when He says, “and all these things will be added to you.” This does 
not mean that you will absolutely live in your dream house, or even that you will keep the 
house you have. It does mean that God will provide for you, one way or another, because that is 
what He promises to do. If He provides for the birds and the lilies, He will provide for you. 
 
You are far more precious to Him than birds and lilies. Your heavenly Father sent His Son to be 
clothed in your flesh, so that you would be clothed in His righteousness. Saying that “God is 
good” is an understatement. He is a perfect God, a patient God, a merciful God, a faithful God, 
a forgiving God, a gracious God. He is the God who brings good out of evil and life out of 
death. He is a God in whom you can put your whole trust, because He will not fail to help you 
in your time of need and every other time besides. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


