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The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
St. Luke 10:23-37: “Your Neighbor: What Do You See? What Will You Be?” 
August 26, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Samaritan and only Mediator, who, seeing us in our guilt and 
blood, had pity upon us and of Your infinite mercy gave Your innocent blood in payment for 
our sins that we might live, we humbly thank and praise You that You have saved us from 
destruction and by Your holy Word have brought us to the saving knowledge of You, our 
Redeemer; and we humbly ask You, enable us by Your Holy Spirit to love You, the true God, 
with our whole heart and to love our neighbor as ourselves, that we may show mercy on all 
men in their need, bind up their wounds with tender care, and ever in this evil world follow 
Your example of love and service, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 156) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Then turning to the disciples [Jesus] said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 
For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” / And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Him to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” / He said to him, “What is written 
in the Law? How do you read it?” / And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself.” / And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” / 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” / Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound 
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him 
to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I 
come back.’ / “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?” / He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” / And Jesus said to him, 
“You go, and do likewise.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who counts our kindnesses toward our neighbor as having been done for Him 
(Mt. 25:45), dear fellow redeemed: 
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Jesus’ answer to the lawyer’s question, “And who is my neighbor?” was shocking to the lawyer. 
The only individuals in Jesus’ example who acted like they would be expected to act were the 
robbers. The robbers did not care if the man they attacked lived or died. They just wanted 
whatever clothes or possessions he had. They did what selfish criminals do. 
 
The priest and the Levite did not do what was expected. They belonged to the “clergy class” of 
the Israelites. They knew the Scriptures. They knew what should be done for a neighbor in 
need. But they passed by the man lying half dead by the road as though he was not even there! 
They had their reasons, no doubt. This was dangerous country. Maybe the man only appeared 
to be injured. Maybe this was a trap to lure them in. Besides, what could they do for this man if 
he really was seriously injured? There were no cell phones to call for help. Probably someone 
else would be coming along soon who would be more qualified to assist him. However they 
justified their decision, these church workers did not do what they should have done. 
 
The Samaritan also acted unexpectedly, but not in the same way as the priest and Levite. Many 
would have understood if the Samaritan passed by this Jewish man. The Samaritans and Jews 
did not get along. For this Samaritan, coming across a wounded Jewish man was something like 
coming across a wounded enemy on the battlefield. Three things could be done in this situation: 
kill him, ignore him, or help him. 
 

I 
You also have some choices when you come into contact with neighbors you have known for a 
while, or neighbors you are meeting for the first time. According to the Bible’s definition, your 
neighbor is anyone around you, anyone you interact with. The neighbors you have most 
frequent contact with are the ones that live with you in your home. These neighbors are in a 
position to share your best moments with you and your worst. They can be the objects of your 
love and affection, but they can also be the recipients of your impatience and unkindness. 
 
Besides the neighbors in your home, you come into contact with other neighbors on a daily 
basis. Your classmates and co-workers are your neighbors. The people you share the road with 
and pass by in the store are your neighbors. The friends you communicate with on social media 
are your neighbors. It is relatively easy to be nice to our neighbors when they are nice to us. But 
what about when our neighbors act like our enemies? What should we do when they go out of 
their way to criticize us, or jump in line ahead of us, or attack our beliefs and values? 
 
The last seven Commandments are summarized with, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” These 
Commandments refer to all your neighbors, not just the ones you like. Jesus says that your 
enemies are your neighbors too. “Love your enemies,” He says, “and pray for those who persecute 
you” (Mt. 5:44). Your love for your neighbors is not based on what they do for you but on what 
you are called to do for them. The dying man on the side of the road could not do anything for 
the Samaritan man. But that did not sway the Samaritan. He saw a neighbor in need, and “he 
had compassion” on him. 
 
When you come across a neighbor, whether he is polite or ill-mannered, selfless or self-
centered, thoughtful or impetuous, your job is to have compassion, to show love, to be kind. 
Jesus never tells us to treat people like they deserve. He said, “whatever you wish that others would 
do to you, do also to them” (Mt. 7:12). 
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In the home a husband might wish that his wife didn’t nag him so much. “After all,” he thinks, 
“doesn’t the Bible say that a wife should submit to her husband?” His wife might wish that he 
paid more attention to her and the family. “After all,” she thinks, “doesn’t the Bible say a 
husband should be willing to sacrifice even his own life for his wife?” Both are focusing on 
what their neighbor should be doing for them. But it is not the husband’s job to make his wife 
submit to him. And it is not the wife’s job to make her husband sacrifice for her. When a 
husband out of love sacrifices for his wife, and when a wife out of love submits to her husband, 
then the marriage functions as God intended it, and the home is blessed (Eph. 5:22-33). 
 
If you view your spouse or your children or anyone else around you as a burden and a 
hindrance to your happiness, then you will be like the priest and Levite who passed by a 
neighbor in need. But if you see your neighbors with eyes of compassion, as those who need 
mercy and love, then you will see them as God sees them. Then you will see them as God sees 
you. 
 

II 
God saw you and all sinners in a condition much like the man who had been robbed and beaten 
on the way from Jerusalem to Jericho. He saw you stripped of all righteousness, battered by 
your sin, and dying. He could not bear to see you in this state. So He sent down His beloved 
Son to save you. 
 
Jesus gave Himself to be attacked in your place. He took the beating you deserved for your sins. 
Isaiah writes that “he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed” (53:5). The holy blood 
flowing from His wounds brought about your healing. A beautiful stanza in one of our hymns 
about death says, “I fall asleep in Jesus’ wounds; / There pardon for my sins abounds. / Yea, 
Jesus’ blood and righteousness / My jewels are, my glorious dress. / In these before my God I’ll 
stand / When I shall reach the heav’nly land” (ELH 530, v. 1). 
 
Through the shedding of His blood, Jesus won forgiveness for sinners. We did nothing to 
deserve this compassion and grace. We had gotten ourselves into trouble. We had wandered off 
the safe path. Like foolish sheep, we had gone our own way (Is. 53:6). But the Lord had mercy 
upon us. Like the Good Samaritan, He began to heal the wounds of our sin by pouring on the 
oil and wine of His saving Gospel. He brought us into the inn of His Church through the waters 
of Baptism, and He continues to care for us there through His Word and Sacraments. Jesus’ 
forgiveness cost Him His life, but it doesn’t cost us anything. The forgiveness of our sins is a 
free gift bestowed on us for our soul’s salvation. 
 
Jesus was motivated to save us totally by His own love. If He waited to save people until they 
proved their worthiness, no one would be saved. In this, we learn how we should be toward 
our neighbors. Our love should not wait until our neighbors prove themselves worthy of it. Our 
Christian love should have no boundaries or limitations. No one has sinned against us more 
than we sinned against God, and yet He still loves us with a love that cannot be measured. 
 
None of us has loved our neighbors as we should. There have been plenty of times that we left a 
neighbor lying by the side of the road. Maybe we were too busy with our own plans. Maybe we 
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were tired of dealing with our neighbor’s self-inflicted wounds. Maybe we were bitter because 
our neighbor was not there for us when we were in need. At the time, our action—or inaction—
may have seemed justified, but now we regret not being there and trying to help. We cannot 
make up for these missed opportunities. But we can move forward in grace. Jesus forgives our 
lack of love toward others. 
 
His love for us is unchanging, and He does not give up on us. He has more opportunities 
planned for us—opportunities every day, every hour—to show love to our neighbors. But why 
does He keep entrusting us with the love and care of our neighbors, when we have failed so 
often? God knows how to accomplish great things even through weak hands and feeble efforts. 
Through imperfect marriages, He provides stability and security for the family. Through 
imperfect employees, He provides a vast array of products and services. Through imperfect 
congregation members and pastors, He provides for the administration of the means of grace. 
 
The love that we show to our neighbors does not come from some storehouse of good inside us. 
It comes from Him. The Lord uses our mouths, our hands and feet, our talents and abilities to 
carry out His work of mercy and love in the world. This love has the power to disrupt the 
regular pattern of sin in the world. The world expects you to look out for yourself first and 
foremost. But what if in humility you put your neighbor first? Others will probably look at you 
wide-eyed, like the innkeeper must have looked at the Good Samaritan for going so far out of 
his way to help a stranger. Then you may have the opportunity to share with them the source of 
your love. 
 
You love because God first loved you (1Jn. 4:19). You serve because He served you (Mt. 20:28). 
You sacrifice because He sacrificed Himself for you. Your life of compassion and care for your 
neighbors is simply a reflection of the greater love God has for you. He is the one who comforts 
you when you are mistreated by your neighbor. And He is the one who strengthens you to look 
with compassionate eyes at those around you, so that through you, they also may come to know 
His undying mercy and love. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


