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The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
St. Luke 18:9-14: “God, Be Merciful to Me, a Sinner!” 
August 12/13, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake of Your 
Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy Sacraments, that through 
them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may believe Your Word; and through the holy Sacraments day by day establish our 
faith, until we at last obtain salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH p. 118) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eighteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We 
hear these words again in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice 
a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ / “But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who comes through His Word and Sacraments to bring us the righteousness 
and peace we could never produce on our own, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The setting for Jesus’ parable was the temple of Jerusalem. It was there that two men went to 
pray. But these two made their petitions to the Lord in very different ways. One was full of self-
confidence. He believed that God must be very pleased with him, and he bragged for all to hear 
about his own goodness and faithfulness. The other humbly stood off by himself and would not 
even lift up his eyes to heaven. He was sorry for his sins. His only hope for salvation was God’s 
mercy. 
 
This parable teaches us how to conduct ourselves when we come before God. It provides the 
blueprint which our own liturgy follows. Today, we examine the liturgy of the divine service in 
this light. The opening prayer of the old Norwegian service tells us exactly why we come here 
to church week after week. It is so that through the preaching of God’s Word “we may be taught 
to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness” 
(Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 41). 
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I. The Service of Preparation 
 
Our worship begins at the font where we were baptized “In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” We return to those cleansing waters “by daily contrition and repentance,” 
as Luther writes in the Catechism. It is through this heartfelt sorrow over sin and our confession 
of it, that we drown our old Adam, which wants us to trust in ourselves and not in Jesus. 
 
In the Confession of Sin we admit that we are “poor sinners,” who are “by nature sinful and 
unclean,” and that we have sinned against God “by thought, word, and deed.” But at the same 
time, like the tax collector, “we flee for refuge to [God’s] infinite mercy.” We know that He is 
merciful and gracious because He sent His only Son to take our place and to be punished for 
our sins. 
 
After confessing our sin, we sing the Kyrie Eleison, a version of the tax collector’s humble 
prayer. “Kyrie” is the Greek word for “Lord,” and “Eleison” is the Greek word for “have 
mercy.” “Kyrie Eleison” is “Lord, have mercy.” In this prayer, we ask the Triune God to have 
mercy upon us, not just regarding our sinful condition, but to have mercy upon us in all aspects 
of life. We pray for His mercy upon ourselves, our family, friends, and neighbors, that He 
would provide for our needs, keep us safe from harm, and bless us through His holy Word. 
 
Then we hear the sweet words of Jesus’ Absolution. We may have failed badly, or fallen deeply 
into sin. Our guilt may trouble and torment us. We may even wonder if it would be better for 
everyone if we were gone. But Jesus promises that “whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (Jn. 
6:37). Anyone who comes to Him with “a broken and contrite heart” He will not despise (Ps. 
51:17). You can be certain that the Lord has heard your cry for mercy, just as He heard the cry of 
the tax collector. 
 
He sends His servant to declare to you, “By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you 
all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”—this last part being 
another reminder of the cleansing waters of baptism. These words of Absolution do not express 
the hope that you will be forgiven. They place no condition on you, that you must somehow 
prove yourself worthy before you can receive this forgiveness. 
 
In His Absolution, Jesus pours forgiveness over your head. He gives it to you freely and fully. 
Forgiveness does not depend on you; it depends entirely on Him. He won forgiveness through 
His death on the cross, and He can give it to anyone He wants. He gives it to you. Having 
received this forgiveness by faith, we rejoice. We sing the Gloria in Excelsis Deo, the song the 
angels sang the night Jesus was born. We give glory to God for the peace that Jesus obtained for 
us by His grace, which He bestows on us in the Absolution—“and on earth peace.” 
 
The parts of the liturgy to this point are preparing us for the hearing and learning of God’s holy 
Word. In the Salutation, the pastor speaks of the gracious coming of the Lord, “The Lord be with 
you.” The congregation responds with, “And with your spirit,” which is an affirmation of the 
pastor’s call to preach the Word in their midst. Then the Collect is spoken, a prayer which 
“collects” or “gathers” the prayers of the congregation into a general petition based on the 
theme of the day. 
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II. The Service of the Word 
 
After this time of preparation, the Scripture lessons are read. The Old Testament Lesson 
prophesies in some way about the work that Jesus the Messiah would carry out. The Epistle 

Lesson comes from the letters the apostles wrote to the first Christian churches about what 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection means for all people. The Holy Gospel includes an account 
of Jesus’ teachings or miracles, which have application to our lives today. Because the words 
were spoken in person by Jesus—God in the flesh—we rise to hear His holy words. 
 
Following these lessons, we confess in the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed what God has 
taught us about Himself. You can hear the words for part of the Creed in today’s Epistle Lesson 
where Paul writes “that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures” (1Cor. 15:3-4). 
 
The tax collector knew the Scriptures, which is why he was certain of God’s mercy. The Word of 
God produces faith and strengthens faith. The Sermon is where God’s Word is applied to our 
lives. The sermon is not about the pastor. This is why he wears a robe and stands behind the 
pulpit. The sermon is the proclamation of God’s Law which condemns our sins, and God’s 
Gospel which assures us of our forgiveness. 
 
The main purpose of the sermon is to point us to Jesus and what He has done for us. Proud 
Pharisees want a sermon that makes them feel secure in their own righteousness and 
comfortable with how they have chosen to live their lives. Humble tax collectors want a sermon 
that uncovers their sins and leads them to the cross and the empty tomb of Jesus. Throughout 
the service, we sing various Hymns. Each of them is really a mini sermon, which speaks of our 
sin and of our salvation in Christ. 
 
After the Sermon, we offer the Prayer of the Church for the needs of all people. This is what 
Paul counseled the early Christians to do. He urged “that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (1Tim. 2:1-2). Then we hear the beautiful 
Benediction of the New Testament, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” After this, we gather an Offering to support and 
promote the work of the Gospel (1Cor. 9:14, 16:2). 
 
 
III. The Service of Holy Communion 
 
Every other week, we prepare ourselves at this point in the service to receive the holy body and 
blood of Jesus in His Supper. In the Preface and General Preface, pastor and congregation call 
each other to recognize the wonderful gifts that are about to be distributed. We join with “angels 
and archangels and all the company of heaven” in lauding and magnifying the Lord’s glorious 
name. 
 
We praise Him with the words of the Sanctus and Benedictus. The Sanctus is a song that comes 
from the angels in Isaiah’s vision, angels who sang “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!” (Is. 6:3). 
The Benedictus comes from Psalm 118, words which the great crowd used to welcome Jesus on 



 4 

Palm Sunday, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!” (v. 26). These are fitting words 
as we welcome our holy Lord and Savior to our midst, who comes to us in the lowly forms of 
bread and wine. 
 
The Exhortation reminds us how we should prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming, and then we 
join together in singing the prayer which He taught us, the Lord’s Prayer. Then we hear His 
powerful Words of Institution, through which His body and blood are joined to the bread and 
wine. Again we echo the tax collector’s words as we sing the Agnus Dei, Latin for “Lamb of 
God.” Three times we repeat the words, “O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us.” The final time concludes with “grant us your peace.” 
 
That is just what Jesus has come to do. We kneel before Him, burdened by our sins like the tax 
collector was and with our eyes downcast. Jesus comes to us to bring us peace through His 
body and blood, which is given and shed for us for “the remission of sins.” At the same time, He 
also strengthens our faith and increases love in our hearts toward one another. For these gifts 
we join our voices in Thanksgiving through song and prayer. 
 
 
Our Christian life is not all about what we do for God, as the Pharisee thought. It is about what 
God does for us, which the tax collector believed. If you think the people around you in church 
need to hear the Word more than you do—especially the Law because they are so much more 
sinful than you are—then you need to repent of this Pharisaical pride. The Pharisee was lying to 
himself. He was just like other men, and so are you. You are a sinner, who desperately needs 
God’s mercy. 
 
But when you like the tax collector set aside your pride and humbly pray, “God, Be Merciful to 

Me, a Sinner!” you will find a comforting answer to your petition. The answer is given through 
the means of grace administered to you in the divine service. Through His Word and 
Sacraments, the Lord brings you the forgiveness of your sins again and again and strengthens 
you for a godly life. 
 
The divine service begins with the Trinitarian words of Baptism, and it ends with the 
Trinitarian blessing. This Benediction has been declared to the faithful for nearly 3500 years, 
“The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” In these holy words, the LORD 
sends you to your home justified—pure and holy in His sight—because of what He has done for 
you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


