
 1 

The First Sunday after Trinity 
St. Luke 16:19-31: “How Can I Be Sure I Am Saved?” 
June 3/4, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord Jesus, waken us to seriousness concerning our souls, and teach us to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling. Help the rich to do good and to gather for themselves 
treasures in heaven, and help the poor to suffer patiently like Lazarus. Lord, save us from 
unbelief, and give us a blessed end. Amen. (Laache, Book of Family Prayer, 399-400) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. / “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 
eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am in anguish in this flame.’ / “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your 
lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 
has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none 
may cross from there to us.’ / “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s 
house—for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment.’ / “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ / 
“And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ / “He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who was condemned for your sin, so you would be freed by His grace, dear 
fellow redeemed: 
 
The question that weighs on the mind of every Christian is this: How Can I Be Sure I Am 
Saved? The question becomes all the more important when we come across accounts in the 
Bible like the one today. Jesus tells about one man who was saved and joined the saints in 
heaven, while another man was condemned and joined the tormented in hell. What was the 
difference between the two men? 
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I 
One obvious difference is that one of the men was very rich and one was very poor. The rich 
man wore expensive clothes and “feasted sumptuously every day.” He enjoyed many good things. 
These were gifts from God, but the rich man did not recognize it. He was completely self-
centered about these blessings. Money has that effect on a lot of people. 1 Timothy 6 says, “But 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through 
this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs” (vv. 
8-10). 
 
Lazarus on the other hand was impoverished. He had nothing to his name. He was a beggar. 
He would have gladly eaten the food that fell off the rich man’s table. We are told that Lazarus 
was laid by someone at the gate of the rich man, but whoever did that provided him no further 
help. Lazarus was penniless and alone—no one paid attention to him but the street dogs. 
 
But it was not the rich man’s wealth that caused him to be condemned. And it was not Lazarus’ 
poverty that caused him to be saved. Many wealthy people have been saved, including 
Abraham, Job, David, and countless others. Conversely, many poor people have been 
condemned. Financial status is no sort of litmus test for whether or not a person is right with 
God. 
 
The devil can use both wealth and poverty to tempt someone away from God. This is why the 
author of the Proverb prayed, “give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful 
for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ or lest I be poor and steal and profane the 
name of my God” (30:8-9). The devil tempts the wealthy to love their riches instead of God, and 
he tempts the poor to blame God for their poverty. 
 
Now if it wasn’t the rich man’s wealth that condemned him, maybe it was that he did not do 
enough good works. It is the belief of many Christians that they must prove their worth to God 
by doing good. But how much good is required? Do we need to exchange one good thought, 
word, and action for every sinful thought, word, and action? Do we need to do better than most 
people around us? Do we simply need to try our best, and God will overlook all the failures? 
 
Let’s say you owe someone $10,000, and you try to get him to accept $10 as payment for the 
debt. No one would settle for that. Our debt of sin is far greater than this, and yet many think 
that the small amount of good works they produce is enough to satisfy that debt. In the Ten 
Commandments, God requires perfection. If we want to earn our way to heaven, we “must be 
perfect, as [our] heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). None of us has even come close to meeting 
this requirement. 
 
But just because we cannot reach perfection in this life, does not mean good works are 
unimportant or optional. We should want to do what God commands us to do. Children are not 
perfect, but their parents certainly expect them to listen and do what they are told. Usually this 
is for their own good, so they do not become spoiled, and so they learn to love their neighbors 
as they love themselves. God wants to keep us from sin and the sorrows and pain that result 
from it, and He wants to teach us how to live a life of love toward Him and our neighbors. 
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II 
So if the difference between why Lazarus was saved and the rich man was condemned, was not 
their level of wealth or how many good works they built up, what was it? The difference was 
that one heard “Moses and the Prophets” and believed the Word of God, while the other did not. 
We know this was the difference because of the conversation between the rich man and 
Abraham. 
 
The rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to the rich man’s five brothers to 
warn them, so that they also were not condemned. Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them.” But the rich man insisted, “No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they will repent.” What he was really saying was that the Word of God was 
not enough. It wouldn’t get through to his brothers. They were stubborn unbelievers like he 
was. Something more was needed. But Abraham replied, “If they do not hear Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” 
 
Is that how I can be sure I am saved? By listening to “Moses and the Prophets,” by hearing the 
Word of God? Then all that would be required is that I go to church from time to time, or even 
just read the Bible occasionally at home. But it is safe to say that the rich man heard “Moses and 
the Prophets.” It is possible that he was even a regular attender at the synagogue. He could have 
had the reputation there of being a generous benefactor of the church. For all we know, he may 
have been well thought of by many in his community. 
 
When Abraham said, “let them hear [Moses and the Prophets],” he did not mean simply letting the 
words enter their ears. He meant taking them to heart, and applying them to their life. This is 
why James states that we should “be doers of the word, and not hearers only.” To hear the Word 
and then to live as though we have not heard it is to “deceive ourselves” (Ja. 1:22). Do you 
suppose God is pleased with people who come to church on their best behavior, but then go 
home and mistreat the ones He has given them to love? And what should He think about those 
who reverently speak His name in prayer, but then use it for cursing and swearing among their 
friends? God keep us from being those that Isaiah described, those who “honor the Lord with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from [Him]” (Is. 29:13). 
 
No one is saved by going through the motions of the Christian life. “God is not mocked” (Gal. 6:7). 
He knows the difference between belief and unbelief. He knows when our confession is sincere 
and when it is false. Lazarus was saved because he trusted God’s promises. He trusted that God 
loved him, even though He allowed him to lie on the street hungry. He believed that far greater 
treasure was waiting for him in heaven than the treasures that had eluded him on earth. He had 
nothing to offer God. The Holy Spirit moved him to reach out his beggar hand of faith, and God 
filled it with every spiritual blessing. Then the angels took hold of that beggar hand and lifted 
his soul to the mansions above. 
 
Eternal life in heaven has been won for all sinners. And it is given to all who recognize their 
spiritual poverty and cling to the rich blessings of God. Each one of us has accrued a debt of 
righteousness to the law that we could never repay. Even if we stopped sinning today and only 
did good the rest of our lives, this still would not repay our debt. But in God’s sight, because of 
what Jesus has done, there is no more debt to pay. Can you imagine going to the bank to turn 
over the deed to your property because you defaulted on your loan, only to have the banker 
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inform you that someone had fully paid the debt? Words could not express the joy, relief, and 
thankfulness you would feel. 
 
Jesus paid your debt of sin by pouring out His holy, precious blood and dying on the cross for 
you. He gave His holy life as collateral for the debt of the whole world, and God accepted the 
payment. There is nothing you still owe to God, no good works that must complete the 
payment. You are debt-free. You are free to do good works, not just because you have to, but 
because you love Him who loved you, and you want to show your thankfulness for what He 
did for you. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2Cor. 8:9). 
  
You could never have certainty of salvation if it depended in any way on you. But because it 
depends entirely on the work of Jesus for you, you can have complete confidence and certainty. 
Your Savior Jesus lived a perfect life for you. He died for your sins. He rose in victory over your 
death. Because of this, the angels will carry your soul to heaven when you die, just as they 
carried Lazarus. There is no doubt that this will be so. Jesus did not lie when He said, “whoever 
believes in [Me] should not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


