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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, You have given us Your holy Word and have bountifully 
provided for all our earthly needs: We confess that we are unworthy of all these mercies, and 
that we have rather deserved punishment. But we beseech You, forgive us our sins, and prosper 
and bless us in our various callings, that by Your strength we may be sustained and defended, 
now and forever, and so praise and glorify You eternally; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 159) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. / And 
on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah 
after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” / And they said to her, 
“None of your relatives is called by this name.” / And they made signs to his father, inquiring 
what he wanted him to be called. And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is 
John.” And they all wondered. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, 
and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill country of Judea, and all who heard them laid them up in their 
hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him. / And his 
father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, / “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people and has raised up a Horn of 
Salvation for us in the house of His servant David, as He spoke by the mouth of His holy 
prophets from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the 
oath that He swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand 
of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our 
days. / “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the Sunrise shall visit us from on 
high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” / And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose success is our success, whose life is our life, whose victory is our victory, 
dear fellow redeemed: 
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When I was in high school, my English teacher gave us the assignment of writing down what 
we expected to be doing in ten or fifteen years. I do not remember exactly what I wrote, though 
I know my future plans included finding a wife and having a family. Like a typical high 
schooler, I’m sure I also hoped to have a good-paying job through which I could live 
comfortably and make a difference in the world. I never ruled out becoming a pastor, but that is 
not what I planned to do with my life. I would not have guessed that this is the purpose God 
was preparing me for from childhood on. 
 
How about you? Has your life played out like you expected? Would you rather have the life 
you have now, or the one you dreamed of having as a child? If you are still young, how set are 
you on your plans for the future? Would you be disappointed if you don’t end up getting a job 
in the field you have trained for? 
 
Some people are so eager to know their future that they even use questionable means to try to 
get this information. They might visit psychics or other “spiritualists” who claim to receive 
messages from another realm. Or they might trust their daily horoscope to give them answers 
that supposedly come from the stars. But believers in Christ do not need to use these methods. 
They know that the Lord holds their future and that He will turn even their bad experiences 
into something good (Rom. 8:28). 
 

I 
Still, you may wonder what plans God has for you. You don’t want to waste time and energy 
pursing things that are not part of His plan. If only all children born into the world came with a 
general indication of their future attached: “This child will be a farmer.” “This child will work 
for the government.” “This child will serve in the church.” “This child will be a business 
owner.” “This child will be a homemaker.” Even those general descriptions would help 
children to focus on those areas of work and study which would best fit their future 
occupations. 
 
John the Baptizer had the benefit of something like this. When the Israelite priest Zechariah was 
serving in the temple, the angel Gabriel appeared to him. He said that Zechariah and his wife 
Elizabeth would have a son even in their old age. They were to call him “John,” a name 
meaning, “The LORD is gracious.” The angel said that “he will be great before the Lord,” and “he 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared” (Lk. 1:15-17). John would know that the LORD was calling him to do special 
work. He would be a prophet of the Lord like Elijah was, and he would prepare the way for the 
Messiah. 
 
Then after his birth, his father, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” spoke another prophecy about his life. 
Zechariah declared, “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in the forgiveness of their 
sins.” John had a clear knowledge of his purpose in life. He did not need to try different 
occupations to see what fit. God had determined what He should do. Trusting this plan, John 
“became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.” 
 



 3 

John knew what he was supposed to do, but that didn’t take away all uncertainty. He was sent 
to prepare people for a Messiah that for a long time he could not identify himself. Later, when 
Jesus was revealed as that Messiah through baptism, John said, “I myself did not know him, but for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel” (Jn. 1:31). John also could 
not have guessed how quickly his work in the wilderness would come to an end. Yes, he had 
said about Jesus that “He must increase, but I must decrease” (Jn. 3:30). But did John really expect 
to be put away in Herod’s prison just as the Messiah was being revealed to the world? Is this 
the future he imagined when he was specially called to be the LORD’s prophet? 
 
Then due to a foolish promise made by Herod, John was beheaded (Jn. 6:21-28). His prominent 
and promising earthly life had suddenly ended when he was only about thirty years old. It 
seems so tragic. We imagine he would have accomplished many more great things through his 
bold preaching and humble example. 
 
If John had been able to see exactly how his life would play out, do you think it would have 
changed anything? If he knew Jesus was the Messiah when they were adolescents or teenagers, 
would he have been tempted to reveal this information before the appointed time? If he knew 
he would be arrested and beheaded, would he have checked his criticism of the king? 
 
It is better for the details of our life to be unknown to us until they take place. If we knew what 
was coming, we would feel like we were in control of our future. We would also try our utmost 
to alter or adjust the future that is revealed. There are many things in our lives that we wish had 
never happened. We wish we made better decisions in our younger years. We wish we had not 
entered into relationships that brought us pain and heartache. We wish we had spent our 
money more wisely. We wish we had not let one opportunity or another pass us by. We wish 
we had not lost people we love. 
 

II 
But God has not given us the ability to know the future or to change the past. What He calls us 
to do is to trust Him—to trust Him who knew us even before the world was made, who formed 
us in our mother’s womb, who called us out of the darkness of unbelief to the light of salvation 
by the power of His holy Word, who abides with us still, and who guides us all along the path 
to heaven. If our trust in Him were perfect, we would feel no discontent about our present 
situation. We would feel no guilt about the past and no fear about the future. We would know 
that the Lord sets everything right, and that He will not fail to work good out of even the most 
difficult situations. 
 
But trusting in the Lord with all our heart (Pro. 3:5) seems too inadequate and risky. We want to 
have some control. We want to do things that are personally fulfilling, even if they are not 
exactly God-pleasing. In this way, the human will and human desire are elevated to the position 
of all authority. But why should your plan for your life be better than God’s plan for your life? 
How many times have you made a bad decision? How many times have you chosen the wrong 
path? 
 
God has never done anything wrong. He has never made a bad decision. He is perfect. All His 
plans are right, and they are always geared toward your salvation. If you wonder whether God 
has a plan for your life, you need look no further than Jesus. Jesus is the irrefutable proof that 



 4 

your life has purpose and that God cares about you. No other conclusion can be reached than 
this one. Why else would the eternal, all-powerful God take on human flesh—your flesh? If the 
one and only God became a man, then mankind must matter—then you must matter. 
 
And you do. God’s Son became Man to give you a future. He came to fulfill the holy law in 
your place and to pay the penalty for your sin. He came to set your life on a very different 
course than you were on by nature. By nature, you were destined to live a meaningless life and 
to spend eternity in hell. But in Christ, even the smallest details and movements of your life 
now have meaning. No matter how much you have deviated from the right path, no matter 
how often you have put your desires before God’s will, your Savior forgives you. He redeemed 
your soul through the shedding of His holy, precious blood. 
 
It is not what you do with your life that counts for your salvation, but what Jesus did with His 
life. When you were baptized, you died to the world. You died to its plans. You died to its 
promises. At the same time, you were made alive in Christ. You were given His holiness and 
His victory. The Apostle Paul states that “you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:3). 
 
What Is Your Life’s Purpose? It is to remain in Christ by faith in Him. It is to gladly hear and 
learn His Word. It is to love your neighbor as Jesus loves. It is to serve as He serves. This is why 
John’s life had purpose and was tremendously important, even though it ended quickly. His life 
was not about him. It was about Jesus. John’s calling was to point to Him. With that 
accomplished, God called John’s soul to its heavenly home. His life was not a failure. It did not 
end too soon. He lived out the purpose God had given to him for as long as God had planned. 
 
You are living out your purpose in life right now. You can serve God and your neighbor 
wherever you are and in whatever station He has given you. It may not be what you imagined 
when you were younger, but your life and purpose are not about you. They are about Jesus, 
who loves you with an undying love, and who will bring you when your days are ended to 
Himself. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


