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The Festival of Pentecost 
St. John 14:23-31: “A Christian Is Spiritual and Religious.” 
May 18/19, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

EXORDIUM 
 
“Do we have to celebrate your birthday again? We celebrated it last year, and the year before 
that, and the year before that.” Someone who talked like this probably wouldn’t be invited to 
next year’s party. Birthdays are important. They mark the day we made our entrance into the 
world. 
 
Pentecost is the birthday of the New Testament Church. It is the day the Holy Spirit was poured 
out on Jesus’ disciples. With the sound of “a mighty rushing wind,” with “tongues as of fire” 
resting on each of them, the Holy Spirit came to give them godly courage and heavenly words 
to declare to the people. All those gathered there heard “the mighty works of God” proclaimed in 
their own language. “What does this mean?” they wondered. 
 
Peter told them. He told them that Jesus of Nazareth, “a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst”—was unlawfully crucified 
and killed by them. But God raised Him up and seated Him at His right hand. The people were 
“cut to the heart.” They had killed the Son of God! But Peter said, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2) 
 
Then three thousand of those who heard his words were baptized. Three thousand! There had 
never been a day like this one. No other religion had ever taken off like this, because no religion 
besides this one is spread by the power of the Holy Spirit. But that was not the only day the 
Holy Spirit was active. He is still active. This is why we celebrate this festival, this birthday of 
the New Testament Church, each year, and why we thank God for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, who has brought the light of Jesus to our darkness and life to our souls. Let us now rise 
to sing our festival verse, “O Light of God’s Most Wondrous Love” (ELH 399)/“Holy Spirit, 
God of Love” (TLH 230). 
 

+  +  + 
 
God of all peace and consolation, who gloriously fulfilled the great promise of the Gospel by 
sending down Your Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost to establish the Church as the home of 
His continual presence and power among men, mercifully grant unto us, we humbly ask You, 
this same gift of Your Spirit, to renew, enlighten, refresh, and sanctify us, to be over us and 
around us like the light and the dew of heaven, and to be in us evermore as a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to whom, with You 
and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran 
Liturgy, p. 129) 
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love 
Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who 
sent Me. / “These things I have spoken while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid. / “You 
have heard Me say to you: ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 
would rejoice because I said ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. And now 
I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe. I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But 
that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I 
do. Arise, let us go from here.” (NKJV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit, who would teach the things of 
God and grant His peace, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Just about all people you meet today would describe themselves as “spiritual.” But not all 
would describe themselves as “religious.” Probably none would say that they are “religious, but 
not spiritual.” A whole bunch would describe themselves as “spiritual, but not religious.” What 
exactly do these words mean? The popular definition of “spiritual” is that a person feels some 
connection to a higher power, whatever that may be. This higher power is not specifically the 
Christian God, the Muslim god, the Jewish god, or the Buddhist god. Today’s “spiritual” person 
rejects any specific teaching about God. The idea is that “god” is not something learned about; 
“god” is something felt and experienced. And how you feel and experience god is going to be 
different than how I feel and experience god. 
 
This is the way the world defines “spirituality.” It is a supposed relationship with a god that 
doesn’t really have anything to say. This god sends no messages that would contradict a 
person’s will or decisions. This god says nothing about right and wrong. As far as the so-called 
“spiritual” person is concerned, god just wants us to be happy doing whatever it is we want to 
do. 
 
It is no wonder that such “spiritual” people are not all that interested in being “religious.” 
Religion insists on certain standards and principles. It has structure. It presents specific truths 
about God and His creation. The free-thinking individual does not want to be bound by any of 
this. She thinks that religion is entirely man-made. It is the means by which one group of people 
wants to have control over others. With these presuppositions, the last place a person would 
look for spirituality is in organized religion. But why should self-made spirituality be any better 
or more reliable than man-made religion? 
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When the Bible speaks about spirituality, its definition is tied together with the work of God the 
Holy Spirit. It says that there is no real spirituality apart from the Holy Spirit. In St. Paul’s First 
Letter to the Corinthians, he makes a distinction between the “natural person” and the 
“spiritual person.” The “natural person” refers to how all people are by nature. The natural 
person is “dead in the trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). The natural person is “hostile to God” and 
“cannot please God” (Rom. 8:7,8). 
 
This is why the Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed is absolutely correct in saying that 
“I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.” It is 
impossible for us to come to Christ on our own because we are spiritually dead by nature. There 
is no spark of good, no glimmer of hope, tucked deep inside us. To indulge in an inner 
spirituality apart from the Holy Spirit’s work is to give way to our own flesh, the world, and the 
devil. It is to remain lost with no chance of finding our way out. 
 
But God has pity on the spiritually dead. He sent His Son to bring them life through His atoning 
death and resurrection. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1Cor. 15:22). 
Jesus has the authority and power to bring life to the spiritually dead, and He does it through 
His Word and Sacraments (Mt. 28:18-20). He sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to “teach [His 
disciples] all things and bring to [their] remembrance all things that [He] said.” This work is still 
happening. The Holy Spirit comes to us whenever we hear and study God’s Word. He works a 
spirituality in our hearts that is not me-focused, but Christ-focused. 
 
Without the Holy Spirit’s work, we would remain in our natural state. But as the Third Article 
of the Creed explains, “the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” The Holy Spirit called us out of the darkness of 
unbelief, enlightened our hearts with the saving love of Jesus, and keeps us in communion with 
the true God. This is not an uncertain spirituality with uncertain benefits. It is a God-given 
spirituality that brings His gracious presence into our lives and our hearts. Jesus said, “If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
home with him.” 
 
Jesus promises that the Triune God will abide with anyone who loves Him and keeps His Word 
close. You and I have not done always done that. We have not loved the LORD our God with all 
our heart, soul, and might (Deu. 6:5). And we have not been willing to give up every earthly 
thing—all the riches and pleasures of this world—for the Word. All too often, our love for God 
is barely evident, and our desire for the Word is greatly lacking. But God still loves you, and He 
still comes to you just as He is doing right now. 
 
Wherever the Gospel is preached in its purity and the Sacraments are rightly administered, God 
is present. Through these means, the Holy Spirit brings you Jesus. He credits you with Jesus’ 
perfect life. He bathes you in His precious blood. He feeds you with His holy body. This is a 
closeness with the divine that none of the non-Christian religions can imagine, and that the 
“spiritual, but not religious” crowd can only dream of.  
 
A Christian Is Spiritual and Religious. By the powerful working of the Holy Spirit, he is called 
out of self-made spirituality and religion into the spirituality and religion of Christ. Man-made 
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religion is worthless, but true Christian religion is not. It is established, shaped, and formed by 
the holy Word of God. It gives meaning and purpose to the Christian. The Word of God 
justifies—it is the means by which the Holy Spirit applies the death and resurrection of Jesus to 
sinners. And the Word of God sanctifies—it is the means by which the Holy Spirit suppresses 
your sinful nature and guides you to righteous living. 
 
You and I were dead in our sins and given to all sorts of wickedness. “But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” 
(1Cor. 6:11). By the God-given Word and Sacraments, the Holy Spirit “daily and richly forgives 
me and all believers all our sins.” And He leads us to the “pure and undefiled” religion of love for 
God and love for neighbor (Jam. 1:27). 
 
If the Holy Spirit did not do these things for you, you would care about nothing in this life but 
your own plans. But by His grace, the Holy Spirit has revealed to you God’s plan. He teaches 
you that the Savior who is seated at the Father’s right hand is “coming back to you.” On that 
glorious day at the Lord’s command, the Holy Spirit “will raise up me and all the dead, and will 
grant me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 
 


