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The Festival of the Ascension of Our Lord 
St. Mark 16:14-20: “Jesus Ascended into Heaven for Your Good.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Jesus Christ, almighty Son of God, You are no longer in humiliation here on earth, but are 
seated at the right hand of Your Father, Lord over all things: We beseech You, send us Your 
Holy Spirit; give Your Church pious pastors, preserve Your Word, control and restrain the devil 
and all who would oppress us; mightily uphold Your kingdom, until all Your enemies have 
been put under Your feet, that we may hold the victory over sin, death, and the devil; through 
You, who live and reign with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 157) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Mark. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and He 
rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who 
saw Him after He had risen. / And He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: in My name 
they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up serpents with their 
hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on 
the sick, and they will recover.” / So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was 
taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached 
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying 
signs. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who ascended on high in triumph that He might give gifts to all people (Eph. 
4:8), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
When someone you care about deeply moves away or dies, this can have a significant impact on 
your life and outlook. Maybe this was a person you confided in, or one who gave you advice 
and encouragement. Now you are left by yourself, and you feel uncertain and troubled about 
your future. What will you do now? Which direction should you turn? How will you get along 
without that constant support? 
 
Jesus’ disciples had these same concerns. Jesus had appeared to them several times following 
His resurrection, and now they watched as He rose up in the sky. He grew smaller and smaller 
to their eyes until the clouds hid Him from view. How could they possibly get along without 
Him? He was their rock, their fortress, and their deliverer (Ps. 18:2). He had just triumphed over 
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all His enemies, conquering death itself. But now Jesus was leaving them, just when everything 
seemed to be going right, and momentum was building toward major changes in the world. 
 

I 
He told them that His time of departure would come, and He explained to them why it was to 
their advantage that He go away. It was so that He might send the Holy Spirit to them (Jn. 16:7). 
Then they would be His witnesses “in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth” (Ac. 1:8). Their job would be to “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation.” As they went, they would be given the powers described by the evangelist Mark in 
today’s Gospel. They would have power to cast out demons in Jesus’ name, to speak in new 
tongues, to be unharmed by the poison of serpents, and to heal the sick. Examples of all these 
miraculous things are recorded in the book of Acts. 
 
But what would Jesus be doing while these things were taking place? Some say that since Jesus 
ascended to His seat at His Father’s right hand in heaven, He has remained in that one specific 
location. They say that while He is able to be with us according to His divine nature, He is not 
with us according to His human nature. After all, how could natural human flesh be in many 
different places at once? But that view is not consistent with Jesus’ own words. 
 
After His resurrection Jesus told His disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me” (Mt. 28:18). Why did He say this? Didn’t He as the Son of God already have “all authority 
in heaven and on earth”? He certainly did. What changed is that following His victory over death, 
He now has “all authority” not just as God but also as Man. Now He rules over all things in the 
flesh, our flesh. Now our Brother Jesus sits in the position of all power and authority at the 
Father’s right hand. There “he upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3), and He 
intercedes for us (Rom. 8:34). 
 
Because He is true God and Man in one Person, His human flesh is not stuck in one place like 
ours is. Wherever He is as God, He is there as Man. And the Father’s right hand is not one 
specific location far from where we live on earth. The Father’s right hand is a position of power 
and not a localized place. The Father’s right hand is everywhere He is, and He is in all places at 
all times. This is why Jesus could tell His disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.... And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Mt. 28:18,20). 
 
So Jesus hadn’t actually left His disciples on that day of His ascension. He had stopped being 
with them visibly, but He was most certainly still present with them. Today’s Gospel says that 
after Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples at Pentecost, “they went out and preached 
everywhere, while the Lord—referring to Jesus—worked with them and confirmed the message by 
accompanying signs.” Jesus “worked with them”; He was present with them like He promised He 
would be. But in what manner exactly was He with them? 
 
It is common for people to talk about deceased loved ones as continuing to be with them. Some 
believe that the spirits of the dead remain in the place where they once lived or that they linger 
with close friends and relatives. Christians know that the spirit or soul of their loved one does 
not remain in this realm. When believers die, their souls immediately go to be with the Lord, 
while the body is laid to rest in the tomb until the day of resurrection. What Christians mean by 
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saying their spouse or parent or child is “with them,” is that the memory of the deceased, 
including the encouragement and joy they brought, frequently comes to mind. 
 
But that is not the way that Jesus is still present with us today. He is not here simply in our 
memory of what He did and said. He is actually here with us in the flesh. And our comfort is 
not just that He is present. What good would His presence do if He did not want to help us? 
Our comfort is that He is present in specific ways with specific blessings for us. 
 

II 
We look for and find Jesus where His disciples looked for and found Him after His ascension. 
He is found—and found without fail—in His Word and Sacraments. These are the means 
through which He has promised to visit us and bless us. This is how He is “with [us] always, to 
the end of the age.” This is how “the Lord worked with” His disciples. The disciples told people 
what they saw Jesus do: die on the cross and rise again, and He imparted to the hearers the 
blessings He obtained: His righteous life, forgiveness for their sins, and eternal salvation. 
 
This is what He still brings to you. At the right hand of His Father, Jesus has the authority to 
bestow upon you the treasures of His grace. He earned everything you needed to spend eternity 
in heaven and not in hell. Because He earned it, He has the right to give it away for free. He 
does not need your help to save you. He does not need you to meet Him halfway. “[I]t is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32), because Jesus lived a holy life in your 
place and atoned for your sins with His precious blood. You sinned and have fallen short of the 
glory of God, and you are “justified by his grace as a gift” (Rom. 3:24). 
 
But perhaps you are looking for something more. Maybe the promise of Jesus’ presence through 
the means of grace is not enough for you. Maybe you want to find Jesus where He has not 
promised to be. You look for evidence of His love in how successful you are, and in how well 
your plans play out. Or you try to determine how close God is to you by how close you feel to 
God. In other words, you want to be in control. You want to have God meet you on your terms. 
And if He does not do this to your satisfaction, then the problem must be with God and not 
you. 
 
This is the first sin. Adam and Eve wanted to have it their way. They desired to get more than 
the perfect life God had given them. They wanted to take God’s place, which is what the devil 
wanted before them. The result of that foolishness and pride was death. That is what happens 
when we try to bend God to our will, and to demand the glory for ourselves that is His alone. 
 
But the Lord did not immediately destroy Adam and Eve for their selfishness and hard-
heartedness. He rescued them just as He rescues you and me. He poured out His grace upon 
you and claimed you as His own in Holy Baptism. He made you a part of His body, and He 
continues to strengthen and keep you in His body through the nourishment of His Word. He 
even places in your sinful mouth His holy body given and His holy blood shed for you on the 
cross. If you are looking for closeness with God, you will find it nowhere else on this earth than 
through His means of grace. 
 
By the faith which the Holy Spirit has given you and sustains in you by the Word and 
Sacraments, Jesus is yours. He dwells in you, and you dwell in Him. St. Paul writes that when 
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God the Father seated Jesus “at his right hand in the heavenly places…. he put all things under his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all” (Eph. 1:20,22-23). Jesus is the source and substance of all good things in the Church. There is 
nothing worth having that He does not give. 
 
Jesus Ascended into Heaven for Your Good. There is no limit to what He can do for you at the 
Father’s right hand. When you pray in Jesus’ name, trusting what He has done for you, your 
Father in heaven will hear your prayer and will answer it in the best way. Your requests for 
forgiveness and mercy will not be ignored or denied. Jesus died and rose again to save you, and 
He ascended into heaven to fill your sinful heart with His saving gifts by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Even when it feels like you are alone in times of trouble, grief, and uncertainty, the ascended 
Lord has not abandoned you. He is with you still as He has promised to be, and He will come 
again visibly to take you to Himself, that where He is you may be also (Jn. 14:3). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


