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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
St. John 16:5-15: “What Jesus Won, the Holy Spirit Distributes.” 
April 28/29, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Son You promised us Your Holy Spirit, that He 
should convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment: We beseech You, enlighten 
our hearts, that we may confess our sins, through faith in Christ obtain everlasting 
righteousness, and in all our trials and temptations retain this consolation: that Christ is Lord 
over the devil and death and all things, and that He will graciously deliver us out of all our 
afflictions, and make us forever partakers of eternal salvation; through the same, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 156) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He 
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see 
Me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. / “I still have 
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify Me, 
for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I 
said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose saving gifts are imparted to us by the Holy Spirit through the powerful 
means of grace, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Like the words of the Holy Gospel for last Sunday, Jesus spoke the words of today’s text the 
night before His crucifixion. After about three years of public work, the crowning moment of 
His life was fast approaching. He was about to shed His holy blood for the salvation of sinners 
before rising again on the third day. But in this part of His discourse with His disciples, He 
wanted to prepare them for what would happen after His resurrection. 
 
He said, “I am going to Him who sent Me.”  He planned to return to the Father from whom He 
came. This was good news, but the disciples did not realize it. The return of Christ to His Father 
could only mean that God the Father accepted the work of His Son. It must mean that there was 
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nothing more for sinners to do to gain their salvation. The work was finished; salvation had 
been won. 
 
This return to His Father happened when Jesus ascended into heaven forty days after His 
resurrection. At His ascension, God the Father seated Him at His right hand, putting all things 
under His feet and giving Him as head over all things to the church (Eph. 1:22). From this 
position of all power and authority, God the Son in cooperation with His Father sent out the 
third Person of the Trinity, God the Holy Spirit. And what was the Holy Spirit to do? Jesus said, 
“He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” 
 

I 
He must “convict the world concerning sin,” because no person by nature wants to admit his sins. 
Instead of acknowledging sin, many decide to embrace it. Some do this in violation of their 
conscience—they know something is wrong, but they do it anyway. Others sin in ignorance—
they actually do not realize that what they are doing or saying is displeasing to God. The Holy 
Spirit works on both kinds of people to convince them of the unchanging standard of God’s 
moral law. 
 
The reason He must do this is because sin acts like a depressant, like a drug, which slowly lulls 
the sinner to spiritual sleep. The more we participate in a wrong thing, the more we continue in 
it, the less we will be aware that it is wrong. Our spiritual life is one example of this. It is easy to 
think that we are getting as much spiritual nourishment as we need through regular or semi-
regular church attendance. But what about the other six and a half days of the week? Does 
God’s Word and prayer have any place in those days? 
 
You might be more knowledgeable about spiritual things than many of your peers. But how do 
you compare with your parents or grandparents or great-grandparents? Does your focus on 
spiritual things match what you witnessed in them? Typically, those who do not recognize their 
own great sinfulness will have little interest in the regular hearing and learning of the Word. 
They are content to know the basic teachings in the Bible and figure they are in good shape. But 
a lazy Christian disconnected from the Word is just a small step away from being no Christian 
at all. 
 
Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples” (Jn. 8:31). The Word reveals Jesus. It 
is the record of the essential details of Jesus’ life and saving work. Everything written about 
Jesus is true, from what He said to what He did. All of it happened. Many eyewitnesses who 
had nothing to gain by lying accurately recorded these things. What is found in the Bible is not 
just some collection of spiritual opinions, which are no more true or valid than the teachings of 
other religions. The Bible is God’s own Word; it is what He wants every sinner to know and 
believe. 
 
To know what the Bible says, to learn everything that Jesus did, and then to reject it, is the 
greatest sin. Jesus says the Holy Spirit “will convict the world concerning sin… because they do not 
believe in Me.” By rejecting Jesus, the sinner embraces his sin. Only through the blood of Jesus is 
sin forgiven. If Jesus does not stand between us and God as our Substitute, we will one day 
have to stand before God on our own. Then all our sins will be counted against us, and eternal 
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torment will be our just reward. But if our trust is in Jesus, our sins will not be counted against 
us. Then we are credited with the payment Jesus made for sin. 
 
The Holy Spirit works faith through the Gospel only after condemning through the Law. No 
sinner will look to a Savior if he doesn’t first understand why he needs saving. 
 

II 
The second task of the Holy Spirit is to “convict the world concerning… righteousness.” Jesus 
explained that the Holy Spirit must do this “because I go to the Father, and you will see Me no 
longer.” Just as sinners do not naturally understand the depths of their sinfulness, they also do 
not recognize the poor record of their own attempts at righteousness. 
 
We are far less righteous than we imagine ourselves to be. We judge our righteousness by the 
wrong standard. We measure our righteousness against the behavior of others. This is what the 
Pharisee in the temple did. He thanked God that he was not like other men who were robbers, 
unjust, adulterers, or tax collectors (Lk. 18:11). But righteousness is not determined by sinners 
comparing themselves to each other. That’s like trying to determine who smells better after 
playing in the manure pile! 
 
The standard for our righteousness is the perfect God. That is where we should be. We should 
“be perfect, as [our] heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). But we are not even close to that. This is 
why God gave His people all those specific regulations for holiness in the Old Testament. It was 
to show the people the vast gap between their sinfulness and His holiness. It was to teach them 
to trust in Him alone and not in their own efforts at righteousness. In the final reckoning, our 
righteousness could never hold up before God. The prophet Isaiah states the matter plainly, “all 
our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (64:6). 
 
This explains half the reason for Christ’s coming. He did not come only to atone for our sin. He 
also came to fulfill all righteousness for us. He came to meet the standard God had set for 
mankind in His Ten Commandments. He loved the LORD God with all His heart, soul, and 
mind. He perfectly honored the authorities, helped His neighbor, kept Himself pure, respected 
the possessions of others, told no lies, and didn’t even desire what belonged to His neighbor. 
 
When you were converted and incorporated into the body of Christ, His perfect righteousness 
was placed upon you, like a spotless garment covering all your sin. Every sin against God and 
neighbor that could be counted against you, Jesus replaces with His holiness. You might 
remember the many sins of your past, but God does not. He sees you through His Son as 
perfectly righteous and holy. 
 
This does not mean we can stop trying to do the right things, since Jesus accomplished 
everything perfectly for us. We want to live according to His Word out of love for Him and out 
of thankfulness for what He has done. But even as the Holy Spirit moves us to do these good 
things, He guides our focus away from our own works and to the perfect works Jesus did on 
our behalf. 
 

III 
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The third task of the Holy Spirit revealed by Jesus is that “He will convict the world concerning… 
judgment… because the ruler of this world is judged.” The “ruler of this world” is the devil. He reigns 
over all that is evil. In his well-known hymn, Martin Luther described Satan as “our ancient 
foe,” who “doth seek to work us woe; / Strong mail of craft and pow’r / He weareth in this 
hour; / On earth is not his equal” (ELH 251, v. 1). He is a powerful opponent of the truth. “He is 
a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44). 
 
But this prince of darkness is no match for the holy Lord. As hard as he tried, he could not get 
Jesus off course from what He came to do. Jesus said that “[The devil] has no claim on me, but I do 
as the Father has commanded me” (Jn. 14:30-31). Satan never had the upper hand. His fate was 
sealed right after Adam and Eve’s fall when the LORD promised to send One to crush Satan’s 
head and destroy his power over sinners (Gen. 3:15). The Apostle John wrote that “The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1Jn. 3:8). 
 
By His atonement for sin through His death on the cross and by His resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus did just that. Because your sin has been blotted out, the devil cannot rightfully accuse you 
anymore. He cannot argue that you belong in the kingdom of darkness, because Jesus has won 
your salvation. Jesus has brought you over into the kingdom of light. 
 
But all who reject this salvation remain under judgment along with the devil. Unless they 
repent, they will suffer as he suffers, and they will forever be separated from God. Our merciful 
Lord does not want this to happen. He “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (1Tim. 2:4). 
 
The Holy Spirit guides sinners “into all the truth.” He takes everything Jesus did to produce your 
righteousness and earn your forgiveness and win your salvation, and He brings it to you 
through His powerful Word and Sacraments. He takes the blessings that are of the Father and 
of the Son, and He declares them to you. The Triune God keeps none of these good things from 
you. What Jesus Won, the Holy Spirit Distributes, so that you may believe and be saved. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


