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Holy Week – Maundy Thursday 
St. John 13:1-15: “We Love, Because He First Loved Us.” 
March 29, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

We thank You, O Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of all men, that You have given Yourself into 
death for us to make atonement for our sins and have also left us an example of mutual service 
by humbly washing Your disciples’ feet; and we heartily ask You, govern and direct our hearts 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may in true faith firmly cling to You as our Savior, faithfully serve 
our neighbor with works of love, and obtain eternal salvation through Your merit; who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, p. 98) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this evening is taken from the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the 
end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside His outer 
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around His waist. Then He poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 
Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter 
said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you 
have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For He knew 
who was to betray Him; that was why He said, “Not all of you are clean.” / When he had 
washed their feet and put on His outer garments and resumed His place, He said to them, “Do 
you understand what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for 
so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you.” (ESV) 

 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who is “patient and kind,” “does not envy or boast,” and “is not arrogant or rude” 
(1Cor. 13:4-5), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Someone who is consistently selfish and mean lacks the credibility to tell others how to be better 
friends and neighbors to the people around them. It would be easy to dismiss such a person 
with a quick, “Why don’t you take your own advice?” 
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But when Jesus says, “Live how I live,” and “Do as I do,” His credibility cannot be questioned. 
He could speak with authority about moral behavior, because He never committed a sin. Not 
only did Jesus avoid wrongdoing, He also gladly served His neighbors. His disciple John 
remarked that if His good deeds were all recorded, “the world itself could not contain the books that 
would be written” (Jn. 21:25). 
 

I 
Today, we are blessed to hear the account of how Jesus served His disciples the night before His 
death. He set aside His outer garments, and like a lowly servant would do, He proceeded to 
wash the feet of His disciples, one by one. The disciples were perplexed about this. What was 
Jesus doing? This was no job for Him! The others may have verbally questioned this, but only 
Peter’s protest is given: “Lord, do You wash my feet?” Despite Jesus’ gentle reply that Peter would 
understand this in time, Peter blurted out, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
 
And why not? Why shouldn’t Jesus wash his feet? Was this below Him? Should His position as 
esteemed teacher exempt Him from doing the work of a servant? If these things were the case, 
then Jesus would not really be as humble as He appeared. But high standing does not mean a 
person no longer has to serve his neighbor. “The greater one is, the meeker he must be” (Laache, 
Book of Family Prayer, p. 268). Jesus considered no one as lower than Himself, even though He 
was the holy Son of God. He took “the form of a servant” (Phil. 2:7). 
 
There He was washing the feet of Judas, who in a matter of hours would betray Him to the 
Jewish authorities for money. There He was washing the feet of the other disciples who shortly 
would abandon Him. And there He was washing Peter’s feet, Peter who would vehemently 
deny that he even knew Jesus before the night was done. Jesus did not wash the feet of these 
men because they deserved it. He washed their feet because He loved them. 
 
Love compelled Him to clean their dirty feet. And love propelled Him forward to His 
crucifixion and death. He would go to the cross to atone for the sins of His betrayer and His 
fearful disciples. He would go to the cross for the Jewish and Gentile leaders who had His 
“blood on their hands,” blood which no amount of water could wash off (Mt. 27:24). He would 
go to the cross for every sinner—for every rebel, murderer, adulterer, thief, and liar. What 
wondrous love is this! 
 
His love did not end at the cross. His love did not stop with, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30). His love 
for sinners continued. He rose from the dead to give them victory over death. Then He 
commissioned His disciples to share the message of His love with “all nations” (Mt. 28:19). Two 
thousand years later, His love is still present. It is given you through His Word and Sacraments. 
You may feel unworthy of His presence, but He is not ashamed to come to you. Are you too 
dirty to receive Him? Are you embarrassed for Him to see what sins you have done? But that is 
why He comes.  
 
He comes to wash you. He comes to deal with even your most unpleasant, odorous wrongs, just 
as He lovingly washed the disciples’ dirty, sweaty feet. This is what He instituted His 
Sacrament to do, to wash you of your sins. As you bow at the Communion rail, Jesus draws 
your eye away from your sin, and to His body and His blood. These gifts are “given and shed for 
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you”—why?—“for the remission of sins.” Here, your sins are blotted out. Here, your 
transgressions are removed “as far as the east is from the west” (Ps. 103:12), as though they had 
never been committed. 
 
Do you believe this? Do you believe that Jesus is telling the truth when He says your sins are 
completely forgiven in the Sacrament? It is hard to believe, since we are such great sinners. But 
He is a greater Savior, and He does not lie. 
 

II 
If we take His word of forgiveness seriously, as we should, then we should also pay attention to 
what He told His disciples in today’s text. He said, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you.” 
 
You would not wish to be regarded like the spoiled child, who is glad to receive gifts and treats 
from his parents but despises their instruction. This is how people are who are glad to partake 
of the grace and comfort of Holy Communion, but who do not carry the love of Christ with 
them away from the rail. They are happy to hear that Jesus forgives them, but they are not 
about to forgive their neighbor who has wronged them. They are not about to take the humble 
servant’s role and see how they might better the lives of others, instead of giving the cold 
shoulder or trying to get revenge. 
 
How often has this played out in your relationships? I am not talking about the times others 
have treated you poorly, but the times you have treated others poorly. Have you carried out 
your callings at home, at work, and at church “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”? (Eph. 
4:2-3). Have you endeavored to “do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household 
of faith”? (Gal. 6:10). Have you done what you promise to do in the Lord’s Prayer—forgiven 
those who have trespassed against you? 
 
This is what it means to love your neighbor. Love means stooping down in service like Jesus 
did. It means “washing the feet,” so to speak, of those who have betrayed you, lied to you, or 
hurt you. It means “washing the feet” of those who have been unkind or uncaring. It means 
“washing the feet” even of those who act like your friends but then abandon you in your hour 
of greatest need. 
 
That is exactly what was done to Jesus. He knew it was coming, and yet He still loved. He loved 
the unloving. This kind of sacrificial love is what sets a follower of Jesus apart from an 
unbeliever. In that same upper room, our Lord said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn. 13:34-35). 
 
But that is so hard to do! How can Jesus expect us to love like He did? We cannot find such a 
storehouse, such strength to love, inside of us. But we can find it in Him. If He could love those 
who crucified Him, if He could love you and me, He can help us love those who have wronged 
us in ways great or small. He brings us the strength to do this through His powerful Word and 
Sacraments. Through these means, He invites us to feast on His grace and to drink deeply of 
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His love. Then His love enters us and enlivens our hearts and moves us to do for others as He 
does for us. “We Love, Because He First Loved Us” (1Jn. 4:19). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


