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The Third Sunday in Lent | St. Luke 11:14-28 
March 19, 2017 | Saude & Jerico Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You have sent Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to take upon 
Himself our flesh, that He might overcome the devil, and defend us poor sinners against the 
adversary: We give thanks to You for Your merciful help, and we beseech You to attend us with 
Your grace in all temptations, to preserve us from carnal security, and by Your Holy Spirit to 
keep us in Your Word and in Your fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy, and obtain 
eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 153) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute 
man spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons by 
Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a sign from 
heaven. / But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 
is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself, how 
will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I cast out 
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 
But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you. / “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when 
one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he 
trusted and divides his spoil. Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not 
gather with Me scatters. / “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through 
waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I 
came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings 
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of 
that person is worse than the first.” / As He said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her 
voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You 
nursed!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who still is with us in the fight against our ancient foe, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
March 19th is the day the Church remembers St. Joseph, the guardian of Jesus and husband of 
Mary. No sinful man has ever been asked to do what Joseph did. He was commanded by God 
to marry a woman who was pregnant with a child that was not his. Beyond that, he was told 
that the child had been conceived by God the Holy Spirit, and that this baby would “save his 
people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21). How could Joseph ever live up to this task? He was to watch 
over the One who watches over all creation! He was to provide for the One who gives all things! 
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He was to teach the One who possesses all wisdom and knowledge! Joseph must have 
wondered why God chose him among all men for this responsibility. Wasn’t there someone 
more qualified than he was? 
 
But if the Lord had chosen him, He must also intend to give the strength and wisdom Joseph 
would need. This was Joseph’s comfort as he held the baby Jesus in his arms and watched Him 
grow day after day. Still, Joseph had no idea what troubles were coming. King Herod had 
learned from the wise men that there might be a threat to his throne, the “king of the Jews,” they 
said (Mt. 2:2). When the wise men did not come back to him after their visit to Bethlehem to see 
the newborn King, Herod sent soldiers to kill “all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 
region who were two years old or under” (v. 16). He acted as a man possessed, no doubt with the 
devil spurring him toward this wicked deed. 
 
How could Joseph be any match for such forces of evil? Well Joseph did not face them alone. 
The angel of the Lord warned him in a dream, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him” (v. 13). 
Herod carried out the horrible slaughter of innocent boys, but Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were 
spared according to God’s plan. 
 

I 
This account shows us something about the devil’s power and influence. King Herod gave the 
command, but it was Satan who was holding the puppet strings. Ephesians 6 tells us that “we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (v. 12). We 
see in today’s account the power a demon had over a man to make him mute. The Gospel of 
Matthew adds that this man was also blind. How helpless he was! But Jesus cast out the demon, 
so that the man could speak and see (Mt. 12:22). 
 
The Pharisees told the people that Jesus cast out demons by the power of Beelzebul, the prince 
of demons. Jesus countered by teaching the people about the character of demons. He said that 
the devil and the demons are not opposed to each other. They are united in their hatred of God 
and of His creation. They constitute a formidable kingdom of darkness which has brought great 
evil into the world. When Jesus referred to “a strong man, fully armed, [who] guards his own 
palace,” he was talking about the devil. Luther described the devil like this in his famous hymn, 
“For still our ancient foe / Doth seek to work us woe; / Strong mail of craft and pow’r / He 
weareth in this hour; / On earth is not his equal” (ELH 251, v. 1). 
 
No human force can stand up to the devil’s power. Jesus said that a person is not safe even 
when a demon goes out of him. The house may be “swept and put in order” in this respect, but it 
is still vulnerable. The demon will likely return, and as Jesus says, it “brings seven other spirits 
more evil than itself…. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” Here he underscores 
again that the demons are not territorial, but are even willing to recruit worse demons to join 
them in inflicting more harm. 
 
How can we possibly stand against such terrible enemies as these? On our own, we can’t. We 
would surely lose. Luther talks about this in the same hymn, “Stood we alone in our own 
might, / Our striving would be losing.” But there is hope! “For us the one true Man doth fight, 
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/ The Man of God’s own choosing. / Who is this chosen One? / ’Tis Jesus Christ, the Son, / The 
Lord of hosts, ’tis He / Who wins the victory / In ev’ry field of battle” (v. 2). The devil is like “a 
strong man, fully armed,” but Jesus also describes “one stronger than he.” What does this stronger 
one do? “[H]e attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides 
his spoil.” The so-called “strong man” is completely overthrown. He is no match for the stronger 
one. 
 
If it was not obvious who this stronger one is, Jesus says, “Whoever is not with Me is against Me, 
and whoever does not gather with Me scatters.” A person does not talk like that unless he is 
confident in who he is and what he is capable of. So Jesus was telling the people that if they 
want to be on the side of strength, then they should want to be with Him. And if they do not 
want to go along with Him, then they and their weak plans will be overcome by Him. It is a 
very direct thing to say, but then Jesus had just made a blind and mute man able to see and 
speak. 
 
However, the hearts of the Pharisees and scribes were hardened. Satan had bewitched them. 
They were hell-bent on destroying Jesus by any means possible. And they eventually 
accomplished this, or at least they thought they did. They convinced Pontius Pilate to give Jesus 
the death sentence and watched Him suffer and die on the cross. They gloated and jeered and 
mocked Him. They said, “If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross” (Mt. 27:40), which 
sounded eerily like the devil’s temptations of Jesus in the wilderness. Through their mouths, 
Satan was trying desperately to get Jesus to give up His mission and forsake the human race. 
 
But Jesus would not leave the vulnerable sheep to the wolves. By His death in the place of 
sinners, Jesus ruined every claim Satan had on them. He stormed the devil’s stronghold of 
darkness and freed all who were held in its prison. By His atoning death, Jesus crushed Satan’s 
head (Gen. 3:15). Jesus did not ruin the devil’s kingdom by dividing it against itself, but by 
destroying it completely. This is why you are not part of the devil’s kingdom now, but you live 
in God’s kingdom of grace and are protected and blessed by a merciful Lord. 
 

II 
Yet the devil is not content to leave you alone. Your sins have been atoned for, and you were 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus. This is true. But Satan can still tempt you to reject these 
blessings and reenter his kingdom of darkness and death. How can you guard against these 
attacks and keep the goods of your forgiveness, life, and salvation safe? Jesus answers that 
question in today’s text. A woman in the crowd had said, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and 
the breasts at which You nursed!” She thought that if anyone is blessed, it must be the mother of 
such a high prophet and excellent teacher. We see the same misunderstanding today among 
those who elevate Mary to God-like status and offer their prayers and petitions to her. 
 
Jesus replied to the woman, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” Those 
are blessed who hear and keep God’s Word. Keeping the Word of God means to keep watch 
over it, to guard and defend it. It is the same word used earlier in the text for the strong man 
who attempts to guard his own palace and goods. So Jesus tells us both to hear and to guard 
His Word. 
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But why is it that we must pay attention to the Word and carefully defend it? It is because the 
Word of God is the instrument He uses to bring life and to overthrow the powers of darkness. 
Wherever the Word is spoken, the Holy Spirit is working. Jesus called the Holy Spirit the “finger 
of God” (Mt. 12:28/Lk. 11:20), who works through the Word to drive out demons and pluck 
sinners from the pit of death. This is how God’s kingdom comes and lays waste to the devil’s 
kingdom (Lord’s Prayer, Second Petition). The Devil Is Overthrown by Jesus and His Word. 
 
If you want to be kept safe from the attacks of the devil and demons, you will find security and 
an ever-present help in God’s Word. The demons cannot stand His Word. They want you to die 
forever, but the Word gives you eternal life. They want you to despair in your sins, but the 
Word brings you forgiveness. They want you to think that the greatest treasurers are found in 
this fallen world, but the Word imparts to you the everlasting riches of heaven. 
 
The Word gives courage to fathers like Joseph to do their duty and to provide the spiritual 
leadership their family needs. The Word strengthens every Christian to withstand the devil’s 
attacks. And wherever you have failed in your Christian callings and sinned against God, the 
Word assures you that each sin is forgiven by the blood of Jesus. The demons with their prince 
would easily defeat you alone. But through Jesus’ Word, you are now clothed in “the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  
 
“And were the world with devils filled, / All watching to devour us, / Our souls to fear we 
need not yield, / They cannot overpow’r us. / Their dreaded prince no more / Can harm us as 
of yore; / His rage we can endure; / For lo! his doom is sure, / A word shall overthrow him.” 
(ELH 251, v. 3) 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


