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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, inasmuch as the adversary does continually afflict us, and as a 
roaring lion walks about, seeking to devour us: We beseech You for the sake of the suffering 
and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, to help us by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and to strengthen 
our hearts by Your Word, that our enemy may not prevail over us, but that we may evermore 
abide in Your grace, and be preserved unto everlasting life; through the same, Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 152) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the fourth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after 
fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. And the tempter came and said to Him, “If 
You are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” / But He answered, 
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
/ Then the devil took Him to the holy city and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to 
Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command His 
angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.’” / Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” / 
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these I will give You, if You will fall down and 
worship me.” / Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.’” / Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came 
and were ministering to Him. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who knows how perplexed we are by the devil’s temptations and faithfully 
defends us, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The devil excels at the use of trickery and half-truth. Notice how he engaged Eve in the Garden 
of Eden. He opened the conversation by attributing a statement to God that He never said. The 
devil asked in a manner dripping with sweet innocence, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden’?” Eve took the bait. She had to set the record straight. “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” And then the devil did what he does so well. 
He planted doubt in Eve’s mind. He said, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
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Nothing more needed to be said. The serpent had accomplished what he set out to do. Eve 
thought the fruit looked tasty, and she certainly did not want to miss out on this mysterious 
knowledge that the devil talked about. She ate some fruit and offered it to Adam who gladly 
followed his wife’s lead. Then the Bible says that “the eyes of both were opened.” What the devil 
said had come true, but not how they expected. They now knew the difference between good 
and evil firsthand, but they had become nothing like God. In fact they had moved further away 
from Him. Before their sin, they enjoyed the perfect image of God. They had true knowledge of 
Him and perfect righteousness. But that was now lost. Oh they learned the difference between 
good and evil alright. They had been good, and now they were evil (see Gen. 3). 
 
Satan had succeeded in his quest to drag the world into his darkness. He had gotten the very 
crown of God’s creation—man and woman—to deny their Creator. And that was just the 
beginning, the start of his terrible work. He has sown the seeds of evil in every generation and 
in every heart. No one has successfully withstood his temptations. All have fallen for his lies 
and sinned against God—all except for One. But why shouldn’t the devil have success with 
Him too? 
 

I 
Jesus did not look like the God who told the devil he was cursed to slither along on his belly 
and eat dust for the rest of his existence (Gen. 3:14). Jesus looked weak. He looked hungry—Ah, 
there’s the opening! “If You are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” And 
what would be the harm in it? Jesus was hungry, His body needed nourishment, and He 
certainly was God, so why not turn stones into bread? But Jesus had absolutely no obligation to 
indulge the devil’s request. The devil did not actually want Him to eat; he wanted Him to doubt 
the love of His Father. Because if Jesus was God’s Son, then why was He suffering there in the 
wilderness? 
 
Jesus did not take the bait. He quoted the Word of His Father, “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” The Word was primary. If Jesus could go 
forty days without bread, He could go still longer. We do not pass that test as well as Jesus. We 
know His promise that if we “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” then He will 
surely provide for our earthly needs as well (Mt. 6:33). But the devil so often turns that around 
in our minds. He wants us to judge God’s faithfulness by how successful and happy we are in 
this life. 
 
If we are suffering with a lack of food or other necessities and having trouble paying bills, Satan 
wants us to think that God must be punishing us or does not really care about us. On the other 
hand, if we are doing well and have all that we need, he tells us that we are just fine on our 
own; we don’t really need God. Whatever the devil can do to keep us away from the Word of 
God, he will do. He knows how powerful the Word is. It is the sole reason why he cannot claim 
the entire human race as his own. He wants everyone to live eternally with him in hell, but the 
Word brings sinners forgiveness and life. 
 
Of course, the devil is willing to utilize even the Word if it suits his diabolical purposes. After 
Jesus silenced his first temptation by quoting Scripture, Satan thought he could see another 
opening. Taking Jesus to the top of the temple of Jerusalem, the holy dwelling place of God, he 
said, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command His angels 
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concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
These words do come from the Bible, from Psalm 91:11-12, but there is a problem with the way 
the devil used them. 
 
He conveniently left out the last part of verse 11, which says, “For he will command his angels 
concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” He did this because he knew “in all your ways” does 
not include every sinful and reckless thing we do. God does not promise to protect us no matter 
what. If I climb up to the top of the steeple of this church and then jump off, I have no promise 
from God that He will keep me from severe injuries. This would be a foolish thing for me to do. 
It would be a sin against the Fifth Commandment, which tells us not to harm one another or 
ourselves. God does promise to send His angels to protect us when we walk in the ways He has 
commanded. But when we deliberately go against His will, then Jesus’ response applies to us as 
much as it did to Satan, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
 
The devil also tempted Jesus with fame, fortune, and power. He had successfully enticed many, 
many people to chase after these things, so why wouldn’t it also be effective on Jesus? But Jesus 
brought his temptations to a close by saying, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.’” 
 

II 
Our encounters with the devil do not play out like the Lord’s encounter with him. We might 
stay strong for awhile, but Satan keeps chipping away at us. He bides his time. He does not 
mind waiting. He gently nudges and pulls us away from the Word. He points us toward other 
things that promise pleasure, but are never what they seem (ELH 182, v. 1). He prepares unique 
temptations for everyone. He might tempt the lonely with the comfort of the bottle, the 
discontented spouse with the arms of another, the greedy with riches, and the proud with an  
uncharitable and judgmental attitude. 
 
No one has to give in to these temptations. “The devil made me do it,” is not a valid excuse for 
sin. The devil cannot make you do anything. He can be sent packing, as Jesus shows us. But we 
do not have the power to stand up to him on our own. He is an expert tempter with thousands 
of years of experience. By comparison, we are novice Christians. But we have something on our 
side that Satan does not have. We have Jesus. He is not one “who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). He 
knows firsthand what the devil is capable of. He also knows his limitations. 
 
Jesus knew what was waiting for Him those forty days in the wilderness. He knew He would 
face every manner of difficulty and experience every sort of suffering. He knew that the devil 
would seek to tempt Him from the truth, because “he is a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44). This 
is the way it had to be if sinners would be saved. There was no other hope for mankind. Jesus 
was the One promised by God immediately after Adam and Eve’s fall. The LORD told the 
serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The eternal Son of God was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary so that He could free the world from 
Satan’s death grip. 
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Hebrews 2:14-15 says, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Jesus’ sights were 
set on ruining the devil’s plans once and for all. The Apostle John writes that “The reason the Son 
of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1Jn. 3:8). Satan has power, but it is limited. 
He wilts in the presence of Jesus. He can do nothing against Him. This is because Jesus 
conquered the devil’s two greatest allies. He paid down the debt of sin by His death on the 
cross, and He defeated death itself by His resurrection on the third day. 
 
How can the devil threaten you if the LORD no longer counts your sin against you, and if your 
death no longer has staying power? Satan can do you no harm as long as you remain in Christ 
by faith. Jesus is your Refuge. He is the Savior from your sins, the Healer of your wounds, the 
Strength in your weakness, and the Hope in your difficulties. In Him, you have immunity from 
the devil’s accusations, and freedom from sin and death. He also sends His angels to protect 
you from the devil’s schemes.  
 
Whenever you do fall for Satan’s temptations, the LORD reaches out to you with compassion, 
and He cleanses you of your sins. As focused as He was on winning your salvation, He is just as 
focused at keeping you in the saving faith. He Will “Guard You in All Your Ways.” Therefore, 
“Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act” (Ps. 37:5). He will protect you, and 
He will see you through your trials. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


