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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O merciful and everlasting God, heavenly Father: We thank You that You have revealed to us 
the glory of Your Son, and let the light of Your Gospel shine upon us: We pray that You would 
guide us by this light that we may walk diligently as Christians in all good works, ever be 
strengthened by Your grace, and conduct our lives in all godliness; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 151) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up 
a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like 
the sun, and His clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with Him. / And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If You 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” / He was 
still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” / When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 
Jesus only. / And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no 
one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who shines with brilliant glory that we now know by faith and will behold with 
our own eyes in heaven, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
We are part of a culture that lives very much in the moment. The big news story that seems so 
significant today is hardly remembered a couple days later. Last month is considered ancient 
news, let alone last year. And while we are busy with all the details of the present, it is easy to 
lose sight of the big picture. 
 
This was true of the Apostle Peter, though we can hardly blame him for it. He recognized how 
special it was to have a transfigured Jesus before them talking with two of the Old Testament 
giants, Moses and Elijah. Who can blame him for wanting to capture this moment, to stretch it 
out a bit longer? He could quickly put up tents, he said, and then this powerful meeting of the 
minds could continue. 
 
But there was something bigger happening on that mountaintop. The three disciples were not 
allowed to witness it so that Jesus could impress them with His famous friends. Rather these 
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things happened to impress on the disciples that Jesus was who He claimed to be. This is what 
the season of Epiphany is about. “Epiphany” means a “manifestation,” a “revealing.” In the 
Sundays of this season, we have seen Jesus revealed as not merely a Man but as the eternal Son 
of God. He was worshipped as God by the wise men from the east, He turned water into wine, 
He healed a leprous man and a centurion’s servant, and He stopped a raging storm on the Sea 
of Galilee with a simple command. 
 
And now today, we have the account of Jesus’ transfiguration. This time, the Lord’s glory was 
not revealed by someone being helped or healed. This time, His physical appearance was 
altered; “His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light.”  For a moment, Jesus’ 
divine nature was not concealed but was allowed to shine forth. It was only a glimpse, because 
His work of redemption was not complete. But it hinted at the glory to come, a glory foretold of 
the Messiah and of those who believe in Him. 
 

I 
The coming of the Messiah was clearly prophesied throughout the Old Testament. Jesus 
Himself said this when talking with the Jewish leaders: “You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me” (Jn. 5:39). When 
Jesus refers here to the Scriptures, He was talking only about the Old Testament Scriptures. The 
New Testament had obviously not been recorded yet. 
 
Moses was one of the Old Testament figures who prophesied about the coming of Jesus. He told 
the people of Israel what the LORD told him, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen” (Deut. 18:15). This tells us 
that the Prophet would be an Israelite man. But He would be at the same time God. It is no 
coincidence that we should find Moses with Jesus at His transfiguration. His presence there is 
an obvious message that the One he referred to so long before had now come, the One he said 
they should listen to. The voice of God the Father made this connection even more obvious 
when He said, “This is My beloved Son… listen to Him.” 
 
The presence of Elijah was also significant. Elijah is one of the major Old Testament prophets. 
He declared God’s Word at a time when many Israelites had rejected the truth, and their leaders 
actively promoted the worship of false gods. It was so bad that Elijah thought he was the only 
believer left (1Ki. 19:10). Elijah was so embittered by all of this that he begged God to take his 
life. But God had preserved a remnant of 7000 believers in Israel, and instead of ending Elijah’s 
life, He ultimately brought him directly to heaven in a chariot of fire. 
 
Hundreds of years after Elijah’s departure, the prophet Malachi spoke these words of the 
LORD, “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb 
for all Israel. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes” (Mal. 4:4-5). These are among the last words recorded in the Old Testament Scriptures. 
God’s people were reminded to listen to what Moses said and to look for the coming of Elijah. 
Jesus referred to John the Baptizer as Elijah (Mt. 11:14), not that they were the same person (Jn. 
1:21), but that they carried out the same work of declaring the Messiah. And then Elijah himself 
did return to the mountain of Jesus’ transfiguration, speaking with Him about “his departure, 
which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:31). 
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So what we see here on the mountain is Moses who recorded the Old Testament Law, and 
Elijah who represents the Old Testament Prophets. But the focus is not on them, as important as 
they are to Israelite church history. They are focused on Jesus, talking about the significance of 
His work. 
 

II 
I mentioned before how easy it is for us to lose sight of the big picture. This can be as true of our 
study of the Bible as with anything else. If we look at the Bible primarily as a book of rules, and 
think that God will be happy with us when we try our best to keep them, then we have misread 
His Word. If we let people scare us away from the Scriptures when they ask why we don’t 
follow all the Old Testament regulations for worship and society, then we show we do not 
understand the meaning of Christ’s coming. And it certainly is not wrong to know the finer 
details of Old Testament accounts like Joseph becoming Pharaoh’s right hand man, the battle of 
David and Goliath, and Daniel in the lions’ den. But if we do not give any thought to what these 
accounts have to do with Jesus, then we have failed to see the forest for the trees. 
 
Every book of the Bible, every chapter, every verse, points somehow to Jesus the Messiah. He 
said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them” (Mt. 5:17). Then after His resurrection, He told His disciples, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Lk. 24:44). Jesus is the incarnate Word, the 
fulfillment of the Scriptures. The central teaching of the entire Bible is that Jesus is our 
righteousness and life. He fulfilled God’s Law for us, and redeemed us from everlasting death 
by His blood. This Gospel message shines from the pages of both the Old and New Testaments. 
God wants you to know that He is not angry with you for your sins. The righteous wrath of 
God was poured out on His only Son in your place.  
 
But this Word of grace does not always seem powerful to us. If it is so great, why doesn’t it take 
away my nagging guilt? Why doesn’t it make me feel happier to know that Jesus saved me? 
And what good does this message do me when I’m not getting along with someone or can’t pay 
the bills or feel the pain getting worse? In a similar way, Peter, James, and John might have 
wondered why Jesus didn’t show His bright glory to everybody. It would answer a lot of 
questions that they had about Jesus. It would show clearly who He was. But Jesus hid His glory 
during His state of humiliation. And He hides His glory today in the Word and Sacraments. But 
a hidden glory is far different than no glory; a hidden power is far different than no power. 
 
We do not visibly see Jesus’ glory in His Word. Our Bibles do not shine like the sun. We do not 
glow from inside when we eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood. But despite the humble 
appearance of God’s Word and Sacraments, it is through these means that the almighty Lord of 
heaven and earth reaches down and touches us. He touches your sinful heart and mind with 
His forgiveness. He takes away your fear of eternal punishment and death. He picks you up 
from your sorrows and worry and pain, and covers all your concerns in His grace. 
 
As amazing as it would be to see Jesus in all His glory like the three disciples did, even they 
encourage us to find His glory in His Word. The Apostle Peter, who was on the mountain with 
Jesus, wrote in his second epistle that there is something more sure than being an eyewitness of 
Jesus’ glory. This “something more sure” is “the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay 
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attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place” (2Pe. 1:19). The Lord’s Glory Shines throughout the 

Scriptures. His Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Ps. 119:105). It is a glory seen 
by faith and not by sight. 
 
But it is a glory that we will see with our own eyes in due time. In heaven, we will see Jesus in 
all His brilliant glory, and we will not shrink from the booming voice of God. We will no longer 
be afraid because we will no longer have sin. We, too, will be glorified and transfigured like 
Jesus when He returns visibly on the last day. Then we will fully see the big picture. We will 
know why we had to endure our troubles in this world. And we will see how we were wrapped 
up in God’s grace all along the way, while He prepared us to share in His glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


