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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Almighty and everlasting God, the Consolation of the sorrowful and the Strength of the weak, 
may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or distress cry unto You, graciously come 
before You, so that in all their necessities they may mark and receive Your manifold help and 
comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 73) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
When [Jesus] came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him. And behold, a leper 
came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.” / And 
Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” / When 
He entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to Him, appealing to Him, “Lord, my 
servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” / And He said to him, “I will come and 
heal him.” / But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have You come under my 
roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, 
with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” / When Jesus heard this, He marveled and 
said to those who followed Him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 
I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” / And to the centurion 
Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that 
very moment. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who gives us birth through our parents and rebirth through His Word, dear 
fellow redeemed: 
 
Today is an infamous day in the history of our country. Forty-four years ago today, January 22, 
1973, the Supreme Court ruled that women in our land may abort their unborn babies. This 
ruling was praised by many in America as a sign of progress, as a right long overdue. Many 
others saw it as a terrible day in human history, when the highest court of the land failed to 
protect and defend the most vulnerable among us. From that day on, a hard line has been 
drawn between those who call themselves “pro-life” and those who call themselves “pro-
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choice.” It is a deeply divisive political issue, which makes the pulpit seem like the wrong place 
to speak about it. 
 
But God has something to say about this matter. He is the Lord of life. He decides when to give 
life and when to take it away (Deut. 32:39). Therefore the taking of human life is a moral issue 
governed by the Ten Commandments. Abortion falls under the Fifth Commandment: “You shall 
not kill.” This means that we should “do no bodily harm to our neighbor, but help and befriend 
him in every need” (Luther’s explanation). No matter what stage of life, what trimester, the 
baby in its mother’s womb is her neighbor and yours too. God is no politician. He does not 
define personhood by when a heart starts beating or when a child could viably live outside the 
womb. He says that when the egg of a woman and the sperm of a man join together, that is a 
child. At that very moment, a soul is assigned to the person by God, a soul that has already been 
redeemed by Jesus, but that needs to be awakened from spiritual slumber through the Word 
(Ps. 51:5). 
 
Though the circumstances of a conception are not always God-pleasing and good, yet the life 
that is formed is valuable to God and should be valuable to us. King David wrote about the 
miracle in the womb in Psalm 139: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my 
soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every 
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. How precious to me 
are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!” (vv. 13-17). 
 

I 
America is not the first place to condone the taking of a child’s life. The ritual practices of the 
pagan nations surrounding the Israelites in Old Testament times included the sacrifice of 
children to false gods. They did this to win favor with the gods and thereby better their lives. 
But the true God condemned this selfish and barbaric behavior. He said to His people, “You 
shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the 
LORD” (Lev. 18:21). According to the Mosaic Law, anyone who carried out such an action was 
to be stoned. If this were not done, then all who looked the other way also fell under God’s 
condemnation (Lev. 20:1-5). The Old Testament civil and ceremonial laws no longer govern us, 
but they do teach us the vast difference between the standard of God’s holiness and human 
sinfulness. 
 
No matter how hard any of us tries to be righteous, we fall woefully short. This is also true 
regarding abortion. There are some who think that they have done their part to defend life 
simply by casting a vote for a pro-life politician. They dust off their hands and think that if more 
people voted like them, the world would be a much better place. This is not to say that the 
voting we do as citizens of our country is meaningless. But God never says that political action 
is the fulfillment of the law. He says that love is (Rom. 13:8-10). Casting an informed vote may 
be part of our love for our neighbors, but it is not all of it. 
 
God does not care about political parties. He does not say that as long as you are this one or that 
one, then you are right with Him. God demands that we love our neighbor. This includes the 
infant neighbor in the womb as mentioned before, but also the mother who carries it, and the 
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man who fathered it. They fall under the requirement of the Fifth Commandment also, as those 
who are to be helped and befriended in every need. When we get too political about this, we 
tend to be mindful of one neighbor in the equation but not the others. This leads the members of 
each political party to talk past each other: “You don’t care at all about the baby in the womb!” 
“Well, you don’t care at all about the desperate needs of our impoverished communities!” For 
the Christian, this should not be an “either/or” but a “both/and.” 
 
All of us in one way or another have failed to show the compassion to our neighbors that we 
should. We may have even delighted in the political battle more than the righteous cause. In 
today’s Epistle lesson, the Apostle Paul reminds each of us not to “be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:16-
18). But this fight in particular is so bitter in our land. What can we possibly do to make a 
difference in our society, and to address the hurt and pain that cut so deep? We can certainly 
get involved in the community, reaching out to those in need. But more beneficial than any 
amount of time or money, is to point people to Jesus. 
 

II 
Only Jesus Can Heal the Nations. Only He can heal our country and our communities. Only 
He can heal our own hearts. We see His healing power at work in today’s Gospel reading. A 
leper came and knelt before Jesus. This is surprising because lepers were to keep their distance 
from the rest of the population. But his desperation brought him right in front of Jesus with the 
request, “Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.” “If You desire it, you can cleanse me.” But 
more remarkable than the leprous man worshiping at Jesus’ feet is what Jesus did next. He 
stretched out His hand and touched him. The presence of the disease did not stop Jesus from 
touching the leper. And instead of the disease infecting Jesus, His healing came to the man as 
He said, “I will; be clean.” At that very moment, the leprosy disappeared. 
 
This shows us that Jesus does not hesitate to “associate with the lowly.” He reaches out with His 
powerful Word of healing to touch the hearts of the guilty and the hurting. He reaches out to 
the mother who had an abortion and now carries an enormous load of guilt, and to the father 
who knows he wasn’t there for his child. He reaches out to you and me, who in failing to have 
love and compassion for all of our neighbors, are just as guilty as those who have taken human 
life. Jesus touches us sinners not with a verdict of judgment, but with a message of grace. He 
forgives you your sins and me my sins. “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world” (1Jn. 2:2). 
 
Once again, we see Jesus’ healing power at work when a centurion asked Him to heal a beloved 
servant. This centurion was a Roman Gentile, not part of the people of Israel. But his station in 
life did not disqualify him from God’s love. In faith, he appealed to Jesus for mercy, and Jesus 
gladly gave it. “Jesus said, ‘Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.’ And the servant was healed 
at that very moment.” Jesus healed a leprous Israelite and the servant of a soldier Gentile. His 
love knows no boundaries. It does not cover only a certain kind of people or enter only a certain 
kind of place. When Jesus went to the cross, He went there to heal the damage done by sin 
everywhere. He suffered for each sin, including our own sins that we are ashamed to think 
about, and the grievous sins of others that make us shudder. These sins might seem 
unforgivable to us, but they are not to God. 
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We do not know whose hearts God will turn from their sinful path and heal. It may be those 
whom we would least expect. But then those around us may not have expected us to repent and 
believe either. Nobody, including each of us, deserves the grace of God. It is therefore with a 
spirit of humility that we engage in the difficult issues of our day and reach out to our 
neighbors in need. And we also pray. We pray for the people and communities who are 
troubled and distressed, we pray for the unborn, for the leaders of our country, and for God’s 
justice and righteousness to reign in our land. 
 
Like the centurion, we trust the powerful Word of Jesus, that it can heal where every other 
effort fails. We believe that God can do for our country what He did for the nation of Judah 
when it was broken and in disarray. In today’s Old Testament lesson, the LORD said through 
the prophet Jeremiah, “Behold, I will bring to [Jerusalem] health and healing, and I will heal them and 
reveal to them abundance of prosperity and security. I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes 
of Israel, and rebuild them as they were at first. I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against 
Me, and I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against Me.” (Jer. 33:6-8). 
 
It was the work of Jesus that brought this healing to Jerusalem, and it is still His work to bring 
healing today. Only He can change the hearts of those who fight against His will and support 
what is evil. Only He can heal our nation and every nation. God grant such healing to us and to 
our neighbors according to His abundant mercy! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


