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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that by Your grace You have instituted holy 
matrimony, in which You keep us from unchastity, and other offenses: We beseech You to send 
Your blessing upon every husband and wife, that they may not provoke each other to anger and 
strife, but live peaceably together in love and godliness, receive Your gracious help in all 
temptations, and raise their children in accordance with Your will. Grant that we all might walk 
before You in purity and holiness, put our trust in You, and lead such lives on earth, that in the 
world to come we may have everlasting life, through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 
(ELH, p. 150) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with His disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” / And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have 
to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” / His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He 
tells you.” / Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. / And He said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 
wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” / This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His 
glory. And His disciples believed in Him. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who invites us to feast with Him here through Word and Sacrament and to join 
Him forever at the wedding banquet in heaven, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
One of the most difficult decisions to make in planning for a wedding is deciding who to invite. 
Typically, there is a limit of how many can fit either in the church or the reception hall. And it is 
not just the bride and groom who choose the guests. Both sets of parents have opinions (often 
strong ones) about this too. Everything has to be done fairly. This matter of the guest list has 
caused many brides and bridegrooms to wonder why they ever wanted a big wedding in the 
first place. 
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But for all the friends and family that do get invited to a wedding, there is one guest—a very 
important guest—who is often overlooked. I am sure you have been to such weddings and 
noticed this problem. Sometimes you even went expecting Him to be there, but He was 
nowhere to be found. Sadly, many weddings, and marriages too, lack the presence of Jesus. This 
is a terrible omission; it is a considerable offense. There would be no marriage in the first place 
if not for the Lord. 
 
When Adam was the lone human on the earth, God took one of his ribs and made it into a 
woman. God gave them to each other as husband and wife. This was the institution of marriage, 
which no vote by the people or action by judges can alter. But this perfect marriage did not stay 
perfect for long. Adam failed to protect his wife from the devil’s temptation, and Eve by her 
actions failed to honor both her husband and her God. Together Adam and Eve fell into sin. 
They felt shame. Their perfectly complementary union became contentious. This was not the 
end of marriage, but now it was tainted and troubled. 
 
Adam and Eve no longer had a picture of perfect love in each other. But God gave them hope, 
hope in His only Son. This holy Son came to be one with us, to unite Himself with the sinful 
human race. He looked upon an unfaithful bride, selfish, stained, and He said to her, “I will,” 
and then He did. There is no way to rightly understand God’s purpose for marriage without 
first understanding His love for us in Christ. Jesus is the key to marriage and its only sure 
foundation. This is why it is so fitting that He was a guest at the wedding at Cana, the setting 
for His first miracle. 
 

I 
We do not have any special details about the bride and bridegroom in Cana. We do not know if 
Mary and Jesus were related to one of them or just acquaintances. What is certain is that this 
couple did not truly appreciate who was on their guest list that day. As pious Jews, they would 
have believed that the LORD was looking upon them with favor, and blessing them on their 
wedding day. But they had no idea that God was present in the flesh! His presence there tells us 
something. It tells us that He approves of marriage. If it were a sinful institution, He would not 
have participated in it, and He certainly would not have prolonged the celebration by turning 
water into wine. 
 
He chose a wedding as the setting for His first miracle. He began His miraculous work where 
society begins—in the home. All authority comes from the home. This is what we learn from the 
Fourth Commandment, which is listed first among the Commandments in the second table of 
God’s law. The home is the foundation for all other estates. When family is healthy and strong, 
so is society; when family is weak and fractured, society is too. This shows us that if we really 
want to change the world, the place to begin is not an online discussion group or a vote at the 
polling station. The most significant way to have an impact on the world is to love the members 
of your family and share the Word of God with them. 
 
If your children or spouse, siblings or parents, would think it strange to see you having a 
devotion at home, that would be a clear sign that your guest list is incomplete. You see, Jesus 
has a place in your life, or should have a place in your life, outside the walls of the church. In 
the common table prayer, you invite Jesus to be your guest in your home, but do you really 
mean it? Would Jesus be welcome to stop by your house anytime, or would there only be 
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certain visiting hours? You would like Him to come by when your home is peaceful and well-
kept, when there are plenty of smiles and hugs to go around. But what about when you are 
yelling at your kids or siblings, or giving your spouse or your parents the silent treatment? 
Would Jesus be welcome then? 
 
Or suppose Jesus was in your home. Would any place be off limits to Him, not because of 
clutter, but because you have something to hide? Could He look anywhere except that box 
under your bed, anywhere but the hard drive on your computer or the history on your 
smartphone? Would you rather He did not look too closely at your credit card statement or 
your tax return? As often as our lips say that Jesus is a welcome guest, our hearts do not always 
agree. And that is all the more reason for Jesus to come. 
 

II 
Jesus is the Bridegroom whose union with His bride cleanses her. You are that bride because 
you are part of the Church, which is Christ’s body. Jesus gave Himself up for your sins. He died 
on the cross out of love for you. The gifts that He won for you were showered upon you at your 
baptism. The Apostle Paul writes, “Christ loved the church—which is all believers in Him—and 
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). There may have been many 
people in attendance at your baptism, but it was the presence of the Triune God that made it 
such a special, life-changing event. At your baptism, God turned your stony heart of sin into a 
lively heart of faith (Ez. 36:25-26). He changed you just as surely as He changed the water into 
wine at Cana. 
 
So why is it that you still sin? Why are you reluctant at times for Jesus to be your guest? It is 
because of your old Adam, the part of you that wants to have its own way, that demands love 
from others but will hardly offer love itself. Your old Adam causes you to act sinfully toward 
others and give in to temptation. And just like the first Adam, your sinful nature makes you 
want to hide from God when you sin and to try to cover up the wrongs you have done. But the 
Lord knows. Nothing can be hidden from God. This is why He stands at the door of your heart, 
knocking. Jesus says, “If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). Jesus is talking about repentance (v. 19). He wants us to drag 
our sins into His light, not hide them in the darkness. He wants us to stop pointing fingers at 
others and take a good look at ourselves. 
 
And when Jesus finds us with “a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart” (Ps. 51:17), this is what 
He does with it: He washes it clean. He heals it. He forgives every offense, every transgression. 
He forgives the sins of your household, the sins of husband against wife and wife against 
husband, the sins of parents against children and children against parents, and all your sins. He 
forgives your short temper, your harsh words, your lies, your selfish behavior. Your 
Bridegroom is committed to you; He will not give up on you so easily. He loves His bride the 
Church with a love far greater than her collective sins. 
 
When you pray for Jesus to come, you can be certain that He will, because He promises to. He 
promises to come to you through His Word to free you from your guilt, which is so easy to store 
up but so impossible to carry. He comes when, like Mary, you worry that the good things of 
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God seem to be running out. He produces blessing after blessing, so that your cup overflows 
with His grace. He fills you with His forgiveness and life, which make the finest wines of this 
earth taste little better than watered-down Kool-Aid. 
 
Whoever prays, “Come, Lord Jesus, Be Our Guest,” with faith in His promises, will certainly 
enjoy His presence. And they will hear Him say in reply, “Come, dear bride, and be My guest. 
Let Me serve you. I have good gifts for you, blessings that will not run out. The marriage feast 
has begun, and your place is reserved. Come, for everything is now ready” (Lk. 14:17).  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 


