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The Fourth Sunday in Advent | St. Luke 1:26-38, St. Matthew 1:18-25 
Children’s Christmas Program at Jerico Lutheran Church 
December 21, 2016 (postponed from Dec. 18) 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
NARRATION: God could have rejected Adam and Eve when they sinned, but instead He promised to 
save them and all sinners. He repeated this promise for thousands of years until finally “the fullness of 
time had come” (Galatians 4:4). The time for the Savior was here! 
 

St. Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. / And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her. (ESV) 

 
St. Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And 
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth 
to a son. And he called his name Jesus. (ESV) 

 
LORD God, gracious Father, who in the fullness of time sent Your Son to assume our flesh and 
become our Brother, we thank You for Your truth and fatherly goodness in giving us this 
Savior, by whose birth we are delivered from sin, death, Satan, and hell; and we humbly ask 
You, keep us until the end in true knowledge of our Redeemer, that, with all the holy angels, we 
may rejoice at His nativity and behold Him, together with You and the Holy Spirit, in glory and 
majesty, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 57) 
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In Christ Jesus, who came as long foretold, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
This morning, we look back on a historical event—the coming of the Christ—which happened 
more than 2000 years ago. But as far back as that may seem to us, imagine living before the birth 
of Jesus. God first promised a Savior after Adam and Eve fell into sin. He declared to the devil, 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This was a reference to Jesus 
overcoming sin, death, and the devil through His atoning death on the cross. But thousands of 
years would still pass before these events took place. 
 
The promise of a Savior was repeated to Noah and his sons, then later on to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, then still later to David. At this point, there were about 1000 years left before Jesus’ 
birth. But there was no countdown clock. No one knew when the promise would be fulfilled. 
Many Israelites decided the promise was not worth waiting for. They looked for other gods to 
help them, the gods of the nations around them. These false religions did not offer salvation 
from sin, but instead security and satisfaction in sin. The people were glad to participate. But 
these devilish gods could not save them when Assyrian armies invaded and carried off the ten 
northern tribes of Israel. The two tribes remaining in the southern kingdom did not learn from 
this and were later conquered by the Babylonians. 
 
But God’s promise was still in place. He always keeps His promises. He brought His people out 
of the Babylonian exile and built them up again into a strong nation with Jerusalem at its center. 
Eventually taken over by the Romans, the Israelites were allowed to remain where they were. 
They continued to offer sacrifices to God in the temple and to hear His holy Word. Little did 
they know that God’s promise of a Savior stretching back thousands of years, was about to be 
fulfilled. 
 
A young woman named Mary living in Nazareth, heard this promise again and again as she 
was trained in the Scriptures. Like the generations before her, she, too, must have imagined that 
the promise would not be fulfilled in her lifetime. But she was the one. She was the virgin who 
would conceive and bear a Son (Is. 7:14). The Holy Spirit came upon her, and the power of the 
Most High overshadowed her. This is how it was possible that she, a sinner, could give birth to 
One who was perfect, the very Son of God. He would be given the throne of His father David. 
He would reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there would be no end. 
This was a lot for Mary to take in, but she took it in faith. “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord,” 
she said; “let it be to me according to your word.” 
 
But there was still the matter of the man to whom she was betrothed, Joseph. Learning of her 
pregnancy, Joseph could have called for Mary to be prosecuted according to Jewish law (Deut. 
22:22-24). Instead he decided that he would end their engagement quietly. But the Lord wanted 
a guardian to protect Mary and her Son. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him 
the special circumstances of Mary’s pregnancy. He also believed the promise of a Savior, and 
ignoring his reason, he stayed by Mary’s side. 
 
So now the promised Christ-Child was on His way. Just nine months to go. Mary passed the 
time by going to visit her cousin Elizabeth. She stayed about three months until Elizabeth gave 
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birth to John—John who would prepare the way for Jesus’ public revealing (Is. 40:1-8). And 
then the birth of Jesus took place, a birth promised through the ages, a promise now fulfilled. 
 
It may seem to you at times that God drags His feet. You look for a sign of His presence. You 
ask for proof of His love. You pray fervently for His help. And oftentimes, your petitions seem 
to go unheard and unanswered. How committed is God anyway? Is there any way to know? 
The Proof lies in swaddling clothes in a manger. The Proof hangs groaning on a cross. The Proof 
abides not in a dark tomb, but with His people that He loves. Jesus is all the Proof you need. 
 
He came to set you free from your bondage to sin, death, and the devil. He came to clothe you 
in His righteousness. He came to open the way for you to enter heaven, by faith in Him. And 
He still comes to you. He comes through His powerful Word and Sacraments to strengthen and 
comfort you. You cannot see or feel His presence, but He promises that He is here. And the 
Lord always keeps His promises. His holy birth, His atoning death, and His victorious 
resurrection are more than enough proof of that. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


