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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me! 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes, 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies; 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! Amen. (ELH 561, vv. 1 & 8) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight 
there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ / “Then all those virgins rose 
and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ / “But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to 
buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 
and the door was shut. / “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 
us.’ / “But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ / “Watch therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who “loved us and gave himself up for us” (Eph. 5:2), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Our bodies need sleep, but sleep does not always come at the most opportune times. For some 
people, nothing induces sleep like the evening news or a two-hour movie. Or maybe it is sitting 
down in the easy chair to read something. Others (perish the thought) find the church pews on 
Sunday morning comfortable enough to sleep in. These are times that we sleep without 
intending to. But there are also times that we must wake up and stay awake. A tornado warning 
forces people out of their beds and into the basement. The nightmares and cries of children pull 
their sleepy parents to their side. The safety of passengers keeps the driver alert. 
 
In today’s text, Jesus urges us to have this same sort of alertness and stay awake, even though 
we feel like sleeping. In fact, He says that we do become drowsy and sleep, but that a proper 



 2 

supply of fuel keeps our faith burning while the night drags on. He promises that the 
Bridegroom—He Himself—is coming, and coming at an hour we do not expect (Mt. 24:44). It 
will not be long. The signs of the end of time are here. There are many who have falsely claimed 
to be the Christ. There are wars and rumors of wars, conflicts among nations, famines and 
earthquakes. In many places the disciples of Jesus are attacked, imprisoned, and killed, and 
lawlessness is celebrated (Mt. 24:3-12). 
 
These signs mean that the dark night of this world is about to end. The dawn of Christ’s return 
will soon break like a bright sunrise on the eastern horizon (Mt. 24:27). We must get ready for 
the triumphant return of our Lord, the Bridegroom of the Church. Today, His watchmen from 
the heights cry out to us and to all who have drifted into the sleep of sin: “Wake, Awake, for 
Night Is Flying!” 
 

I 
While there is a period in history known as the “Dark Ages,” this term could really describe all 
of human history. Ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, the world has been in darkness. The 
light of God’s truth and grace is hidden to natural man who knows only sin and death. Even for 
Christians—for you and me—this darkness is oppressive. We grow discouraged when we see 
bad things happening in the world. We see Christ’s Church under attack as fewer and fewer 
listen to what the Bible says. We feel as though each step we take brings us closer to affliction 
and trials that we are not sure we can bear. We long to retreat and walk backward in time when 
life seemed simpler or at least more predictable. 
 
But we cannot go backward in time, and we should not be afraid to go forward. While each step 
may take us closer to trials, each step also takes us closer to the Last Day, to the glorious return 
of Jesus. The countdown started when Jesus ascended bodily into heaven from the Mount of 
Olives outside Jerusalem. At that time, two angels appeared and said to the disciples, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Ac. 1:11). We do not know when Jesus will 
return to judge the world, which is why we should be ready. We are living in the end times, and 
Jesus could return soon, even this very day. 
 
But it is easy to let the march of time dull us. Why should Jesus return now when He did not 
return 100 years ago or 500 years ago or shortly after His ascension? There have always been 
troubles in the world, so why should we expect His return now? The reason we should expect it 
is because He tells us He is coming. That should be enough for us. If He says He will return, we 
should look forward to it, and we should pray for it. And this is in fact what we do. Whenever 
we pray “But deliver us from evil,” we are asking our Father in heaven to “deliver us from every 
evil of body and soul, property and honor” (Small Catechism). This prayer is answered either 
when God brings our souls to Him at our death, or when Christ returns to raise the dead and 
bring all believers to heaven. 
 
Until one of the two happens, our faith will continue to be tested by the devil, our sinful flesh, 
and the world. It is a struggle to remain vigilant at all times. The unknown duration of our 
watch tempts us to take a break here, a catnap there. What harm could a little rest do? In today’s 
text, Jesus tells how ten virgins came to meet the bridegroom. But as the darkness deepened and 
the night dragged on, they all drifted into sleep. During this time, the lamps of five of them ran 
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out of oil. They were not equipped for the duration of time and missed the arrival of the 
bridegroom. The door was shut to them, and they could not enter. 
 
The ten virgins in the parable represent all believers. All of them failed to keep watch to one 
degree or another; they all slept. But the lamps of five of them kept burning because they had 
extra oil along. This oil is the fuel that keeps faith in Christ alive. Our faith is fed by the Gospel, 
the living Word of Christ which is dispensed to us through Word and Sacraments. The foolish 
virgins took their faith for granted. They failed to keep it fueled by the Gospel. They may have 
even laughed at the other five for carrying along extra oil. “Why overdo it? We’ll be just fine!” 
But they were not fine. When the bridegroom came—when Jesus came—they were not 
prepared. The faith they once had had slowly faded and diminished until it was finally 
extinguished. They were no longer welcome at the marriage feast. 
 
These are sobering words of Jesus, which are meant for everyone who confesses His name. You 
may think your faith is burning bright, but are you certain you are measuring confidence in 
Christ instead of confidence in yourself? If you attend church and read devotions regularly, do 
you see these things as your only rescue and safety from sin and the devil? Or is it just habit, a 
going through the motions? If you do not regularly hear and learn the Word, is it because you 
think the Bible knowledge you have is sufficient? Or have you convinced yourself that there is 
plenty of time for the Word later? These are not easy questions, but they are fair. Remember 
that everyone in Jesus’ parable fell asleep and not just the foolish ones. 
 

II 
The chief hymn for today (ELH 544) is a beautiful expression and exposition of the Lord’s 
commitment to us, even though we sleep. “‘Wake, awake, for night is flying,’ / The watchmen 
on the heights are crying, ‘Awake, Jerusalem, arise!’” But the virgins, the weak and sleepy 
believers, reply much like any of us would when awakened from a deep sleep, “It is midnight, 
we are weary.” But the watchmen persist; “With voices strong they call us clearly: / ‘Where are 
you now, O virgins wise? / The Bridegroom comes, awake! / Arise! Your lamps now take! / 
Alleluia! / With bridal care yourselves prepare / To feast with Him, your Groom most fair.’” 
 
This expresses so well how God does not give up on us. He could leave us in our spiritual 
slumber, but He loves us. He desires that we join Him at the wedding feast. This is why He calls 
us to alertness and continues to speak to us through His Word. At times He must jolt us awake 
through the law when we have drifted into sin. He must warn us when we take His Word for 
granted and overestimate our own strength. But then He gently calls us to Him and comforts us 
through the Gospel. He speaks peacefully to us and forgives all our wrongs. 
 
We are forgiven because God’s Son was willing to enter the darkness of this world and take on 
the powers of darkness. While He hung on the cross, the powers of sin, death, and Satan 
converged and attacked Him with everything they had. But they could not defeat Him. Jesus 
triumphed over this darkness, and now casts the bright beams of His holy light into every 
corner of the world. He is not afraid to go looking for you whenever you wander where you 
should not go. He is not afraid of the dark. He breaks you free from your chains of sin and 
brings you back to the safety and warmth of His light. You are His beloved. You are part of His 
own body by faith. He has chosen you and all members of the Church to be His holy bride. 
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The second verse of the chief hymn expresses our great joy in the presence of Christ our 
Bridegroom. “Zion [the Church] hears the watchword sounding, / With bridal joy her heart is 
bounding, / She wakes, and breaks the spell of sleep. / For her Lord comes forth in splendor, / 
All rich in grace, truth’s strong Defender! / Her Star grows bright mid darkness deep.” On our 
own, we become drowsy and sleep, but Jesus continues to visit us. He comes to us through His 
Word and His Sacraments. He meets us here and now through the powerful Word of His 
Gospel. 
 
He is here, but we cannot see Him; His glorious presence is hidden from us. But He will soon be 
revealed. St. Paul writes, “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is 
far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” 
(Rom. 13:11-12). The night is flying. The day of Christ’s return is fast approaching. Keep your 
lamps of faith burning with the oil of God’s promises, and you will be well-prepared to meet 
Him when He returns on the Last Day. “Now come, O precious Crown, / Lord Jesus, God’s 
own Son. / Hail, Hosanna! / We enter all, / The marriage hall, / To eat the Supper at Your 
call.” Amen. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


