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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to become Man and to 
come into the world that He might destroy the works of the devil, deliver us poor offenders 
from sin and death, and give us everlasting life: We beseech You so to rule and govern our 
hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we may seek no other refuge than His Word, and thus avoid the 
sin to which we are by nature inclined, in order that we may always be found among the 
faithful followers of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; 
through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 147) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” / As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose message of the cross is an offense to the Jews and foolishness to the 
Gentiles, but who is power and wisdom to those who believe (1Cor. 1:23-24), dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
Which is easier: to take offense or to give it? In our thin-skinned culture, these things go hand in 
hand. One might express a viewpoint that another does not like. And instead of continuing the 
conversation, the listener in our day is quick to say that he or she feels offended. Offense may 
not have been at all intended, but those who claim offense often get their way. They succeed in 
silencing the speaker, and their thinking—weak and ill-informed as it may be—goes 
unchallenged. This is not good either for the individual or the society. The irony is that those 
who claim to be offended are probably just as likely to give offense as to take it. 
 
We do not want to needlessly offend others. We should love our neighbors. But sometimes our 
love for our neighbors requires us to tell them things that they do not want to hear. We might 
warn them that their sinful behavior or lifestyle endangers their faith. We might take them to 
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task for unkind things said to or about others. They will probably be offended when we say 
these things, but they need to hear them. 
 
The more important question than what might offend me personally, is what is offensive to 
God. This is what we and all sinners should be concerned about. John the Baptizer boldly 
addressed this as he preached in the wilderness. He called on the people to “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt. 3:2). His duty was to prepare the way for the Christ, who had 
come to save the world. There could be salvation in no one else but Him, which is why Jesus 
said, “Blessed Is the One Who Is Not Offended by Me.” 
 

I 
John the Baptizer offended people, and for good reason. If they did not come to see the 
magnitude of their sinfulness, they would have little interest in a Savior. He told the wealthy to 
repent of their selfishness, the tax collectors to repent of their greed, and the soldiers to repent 
of their extortion (Lk. 3:11-14). But he saved his sharpest rebuke for the Jewish religious leaders, 
“You brood of vipers!” he said. “Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham” (Mt. 3:7-9). Not just his words, 
but even his appearance was offensive. He was rough looking. He “wore a garment of camel’s hair 
and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey” (Mt. 3:4). 
 
John does not seem like the kind of preacher who would draw crowds, and yet St. Matthew 
reports that “Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins” (3:5-6). The Lord prospered John’s 
work – rough speech and appearance and all. This is true of the Lord’s work in every age. He 
does not do what the world thinks He should. The world wants God’s Word to match up with 
human sensibility and reason. It wants His preachers to speak a message that offends no one 
and makes everyone feel empowered to live the way they desire. It wants the church to have a 
pleasant appearance but no convictions or substance.  
 
“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” (1Cor. 1:27-29). The 
powerful and smooth-talking and beautiful might draw crowds. But almost as soon as they 
appear, they are gone again. They enjoy their fifteen minutes of fame, but in the end there is 
little to show for it. “This is not what you went out into the wilderness to see, is it?” Jesus asked the 
crowds. You did not come to see “a reed shaken by the wind,” or “a man dressed in soft clothing.” 
You came to listen to a prophet, “Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.” 
 
There are plenty of shaky preachers in the world, people who will say one thing today and 
something else tomorrow. Wherever the winds of change blow in society, they go along with it. 
Others preach an effeminate message that provides no comfort. They say that God does not care 
what you believe as much as what you feel about yourself and Him. These are false teachers. God 
does not want them. John was no preacher like this, which is why the people came to hear him. 
They might not have always liked what he said, but he spoke the truth. 
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John was doing what God called him to do. He was more than a prophet; He was the promised 
forerunner preparing the way for Jesus. But as important as his role was, it was not entirely 
safe. He was to make no distinctions in his preaching. He was to call to repentance the rich and 
the poor, the Jew and the Gentile, the noble and the lowly. He even criticized the highest official 
in the land, Herod the tetrarch, who had taken the wife of his brother Philip to be his own (Mt. 
14:3-5). For this, Herod threw him in prison. 
 
That must have been a challenging time for John. He had done nothing but speak God’s truth, 
and now he passed his days in a cold, dark cell. Was it worth it? Should he have gone about the 
work differently? Had he needlessly caused offense? It is unclear whether John sent his 
disciples to Jesus for his own benefit or theirs. Maybe they were clinging to him when he 
wanted them to follow Jesus. Or maybe John himself wondered why Jesus was not taking the 
action he expected. Whatever his motivation, he sent his disciples to ask, “Are You the One who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?” 
 

II 
Are you the Coming One? It is an important question for all of us to ask. If Jesus is the promised 
Messiah as we say, then we should be clear about why He came and what He accomplished. He 
came because God required justice for sin. He came because no sinner can acquit himself of 
wrongdoing. He came “to seek and to save the lost” (Lk. 19:10). And what did He accomplish? He 
said to John’s disciples, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 
preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” Jesus pointed to His powerful 
works and words. Has there ever been anything so wonderful, so amazing as these? What could 
be offensive about them? 
 
And yet, people were offended by Jesus, just as they were offended by John before Him. They 
were offended because His very presence indicated that something was terribly wrong in the 
world. If everything was okay, there would be no sick to be healed, no dead to be raised up, and 
no good news to preach. But the opposite was the case. And Jesus had the power to do 
something about it. This forced the people to do something about Him. There were only two 
options: Believe that He was the Christ, the Savior of the world, or reject Him as a strange man 
with crazy (and even dangerous) ideas. The same holds today. Jesus and His Word must be 
either believed or denied. 
 
Those who are offended by Jesus are the ones who feel no sorrow over sin. They reject the idea 
that they need a Savior from anything. They are fine on their own. They are good people. Woe 
to the messenger who tells them otherwise! Those who are not offended by Jesus are the ones 
who have been led by the Holy Spirit to understand the depths of their own wickedness and 
sin. They know that they are lost. They know they have no hope apart from Jesus. They cry out 
to Him for His mercy and grace, and He gives it willingly and abundantly. 
 
All of us here would say that we are not offended by Jesus. We believe in Him as our Savior. 
But what about when He sends His messenger, your pastor, to tell you, “It is not lawful for you 
to live the way you are living”? Or, “What you said was a sin against God.” Would you listen to 
God’s messenger, or would you be offended? Like John, today’s messengers do not always find 
a receptive audience. Of course the messenger himself is not beyond reproach. He is not 
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without sin either and must humbly repent of his offenses. In the liturgy, we confess together 
that “throughout life we have often and in many ways offended You, our Lord and Maker, in 
thought, word, and deed, so that You could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all 
eternity” (ELH, p. 41). 
 
We should be condemned for our offenses, but God has instead condemned His only Son in our 
place. This is why Jesus came, and He accomplished what He set out to do. He forgives you for 
your reluctance to hear His Word, for your half-hearted repentance, and for the times you have 
needlessly given offense and needlessly taken it. Our perfect Lord is the only One who really 
has the right to take offense, but He is not offended by you. He calls you blessed, blessed by 
faith in Him, blessed to be clothed in His righteousness, to be saved from sin and death, and to 
be comforted in every trouble by His unchanging Word. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


