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The Second Sunday in Advent | St. Luke 21:25-36 
December 4, 2016 | Saude & Jerico Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, who has appointed a day in which heaven and earth will pass away 
and in which both the living and the dead will be judged by the Son of Man, we humbly ask 
You to make us diligent in the use of Your Word and enable us, by the grace of Your Holy 
Spirit, to walk before You in fervent faith and all holy obedience, that with constant 
watchfulness and prayer we may look for and hasten to the second coming of Your Son and, 
being judged in the robes of His righteousness, enter with Him into His eternal kingdom. In His 
name and for His sake. Amen. (Meditations on the Gospel [CPH], p. 622) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Luke. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear 
and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” / And He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the 
trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is 
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. / “But watch yourselves 
lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and 
that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who “is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance” (2Pet. 3:9), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
For the first time this fall, snowflakes fell in our area and stuck around. The days and nights are 
getting colder. We know what this means. It means that winter with its icy roads, wind chill, 
and snow drifts is on its way. Some of us love winter, some of us go south to escape it, and the 
rest of us grin and bear it (or just bear it). What helps us get through the cold, snowy weather 
and the short days is knowing that they will not last indefinitely. Spring will come again as it 
always has in the past. We don’t know if the warm weather will come in March or April or even 
May, but we know that the frozen landscape will give way to green grass, budding trees, and 
the happy songs of birds. 
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Our life in these end times is something like the changing of the seasons from winter to spring 
and summer. We shudder at the fierce winds of opposition that buffet Christ’s Church. We fear 
the storms that future days might bring. But Jesus tells us that better times are coming. The 
troubles of this present age are reminders that springtime is on its way followed by a beautiful 
summer. The trees of eternal life are already putting out their leaves, and you will soon eat of 
their fruit. You face challenges and trials now in this wicked world, but In Jesus, Your Future Is 
Bright. 
 

I 
When natural disasters take place, the world of unbelievers has no way to understand or cope 
with them. Ruling out any possibility of a God, they imagine that these disasters must somehow 
be caused by humankind. If only we stopped releasing harmful substances into the air, if only 
we treated our soil and water resources better, if only we planted trees instead of cutting them 
down, then maybe we could somehow minimize or even stop disasters from taking place. But 
while God established man as caretaker and cultivator of the earth, it is still God who is in 
control of it. 
 
He controls the changing of the seasons and the fluctuations in the weather. He sends rain and 
snow in measures large and small. He manipulates the sea and the waves, the clouds and the 
wind. When we see “signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves,” Jesus tells us exactly how to interpret this. These 
signs in nature and among the nations are signs that the end of this world is coming. But why is 
Jesus so concerned that we are aware of this? For two reasons: both to warn us and to comfort 
us. 
 
As much as you would enjoy your relatives showing up unannounced for a long visit, you 
probably would prefer that they let you know they are coming. Well every time we hear about a 
disaster in the world, whether it be an earthquake, a flood, a tornado, a hurricane, or anything 
else, Jesus is reminding us that He is coming. He is giving us fair warning, so that we are well-
prepared for His arrival. His return should not surprise us. If we are not ready when He comes, 
the blame will fall on no one but ourselves. Jesus says, “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you 
suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.” 
 
“Dissipation” is self-indulgence, the relentless pursuit of pleasures, the focus on one’s own 
priorities above any obligation toward God or neighbor. Jesus also warns against the weighing 
down of the heart with “drunkenness.” This means coming under the influence of harmful 
things that dull our conscience and encourage bad behavior. Finally, He tells us to keep our 
hearts from being weighed down by “the cares of this life.” This includes our anxiety and worry 
about what will happen to us and our families in the future, what will happen to our church, 
and what will happen to our country. Our worries and anxieties about these things betray a lack 
of trust in God’s power and love. They also show how little we are committed to pray and to 
leave our troubles to God, something He earnestly invites us to do. 
 
We should not be among those who are “fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on 
the world.” Are the trials in our future greater than God’s love and kindness toward us? Are the 
enemies arrayed against us greater than the Lord and His armies? Are we so rooted and 
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established here that we cannot bear to leave this present world? God keep us from being so 
hopeless! We are the chosen people of God the Father, His own children. We, along with all 
other sinners, are those whom Jesus came to redeem by His holy blood. And we are the 
recipients of His righteousness, forgiveness, and life by the power of the Holy Spirit. That 
means that even if life at the present time is not particularly pleasant or joyful, our future is 
bright. 
 

II 
Our future is bright because Jesus’ future is bright. He is the reigning King of heaven and earth. 
He sits at the right hand of God the Father ruling in the position of all power and authority. He 
breaks His enemies with a rod of iron (Ps. 2:9), and they must serve as His footstool (Ps. 110:1). 
The devil cannot stand against Jesus; his head was crushed when Jesus made atonement for sin. 
Death cannot oppose Him; it was defeated when Jesus rose again on Easter. Nothing and no 
one can unseat Jesus from His throne of all power and glory. He will reign forever and ever. 
And He wants you to reign forever and ever with Him. 
 
Jesus entered the sinful world, so you could enter His perfect heaven. He came in rags, so you 
would have His robes of righteousness. He suffered, so you could rejoice. He died, so you 
would live. Everything that He did for you, you received from Him at your Baptism. That is 
when you were united with Jesus by water and the Word. That is when your old Adam was 
buried in His death, and when a new man of faith burst forth with Jesus from His grave. The 
Apostle Paul writes, “God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:4-6). 
 
Your life is now hidden with Christ. His reign is your reign. His victory is your victory. His 
future is your future. “When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory” (Col. 3:4). This is why Jesus says that when He comes on the last day, you should 
“straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” That great 
culmination of the ages, that great day of Christ’s coming in glory, that is the day of justice for 
the persecuted Church of God. That is the day when all wrongs will be righted. That is when 
you will boldly and confidently stand before the judgment seat of Jesus, confessing His works 
and not yours, His grace, His love, His mercy which endures forever. By faith in Him, you will 
receive the crown of eternal life. But the unbeliever will have only death, death that stretches on 
into eternity. 
 
You know that the devil wants to drag you with him into hell. You know that he will not stop 
until Jesus returns or until you take your last breath. This is why Jesus urges you to be alert, to 
“stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Jesus does not tell you to trust in your own strength 
and power against your enemies, but always and only in His. He will not forget about you. He 
will not let you down. He promises to deliver you from the judgment of fire on the last day and 
to take you with Him into heaven. 
 
The signs of that final day are all around you. They are reminders from Jesus “that the kingdom of 
God is near.” The coming of the Son of Man with power and great glory is imminent. “Surely I 
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am coming soon,” says Jesus (Rev. 22:20). He will come to judge the living and the dead. When 
He comes on that day, the cold winter of this world will give way to spring and summer. The 
days of darkness will be taken over by the glorious light of God, which will shine undimmed 
for you without end. Your future is indeed bright, because Jesus is yours, and you are His. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


