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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Almighty Lord God, who by Your grace this day permitted us to enter a new church year, we 
humbly ask You, grant unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down 
from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have free course and be 
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve 
You, and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, p.49) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for this morning is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” / 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.’” / The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And 
the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, the Lord over all and the Servant of all, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Power. Strength. Might. What comes to your mind when you hear those words? Do you picture 
a person who is strong and imposing? Do you picture a group of people united by the same 
purpose and motivated toward a particular goal? Do you imagine massive buildings and 
machines which seem sure to stand the passing of time? Do you think of powerful components 
in nature, like billowing storm clouds and crashing waves? 
 
I am quite certain that in thinking about something powerful, strong, and mighty, what did not 
come to your mind is the church service on Sunday mornings. “Instructive” maybe, 
“comforting” and “encouraging,” but not exactly “powerful.” This is because we often measure 
power, strength, and might by what our eyes see and by what we experience. For example, the 
hymns we sing on Sunday don’t exactly have the same effect on us as the music we listen to 
during a workout or in our cars. The liturgy and sermon are inspiring in some ways, but not 
quite like what a motivational speaker delivers at a professional conference. 
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But the true power, strength, and might of God are not found in music that gets the heart 
pumping and the body moving. Nor are they found in the words of public speakers who know 
how to entertain people and manipulate their emotions. God’s power to change lives and save 
sinners is hidden from human sight and experience. It is hidden in the humblest of means: in 
the water of Baptism, in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, and in the imperfect speech of 
a pastor. 
 
This is how God chooses to do His great work. We expect He would work through impressive 
displays of power and glory. But He meets us where we are, on our level. Our Savior set aside 
the full use of His powers as God and was born in the humblest of ways as the holy Child of 
Mary. He came to be the Servant of all and to redeem them from sin and death. He came in all 
humility to save sinners, and He still comes humbly. Behold, Your King Comes Humbly to 
You. 
 

I 
Why is it that Jesus had two disciples go into a village near Jerusalem, find a donkey and its 
colt, and bring them back for Him to ride on? The instructions were very specific, even down to 
what the disciples should say if anyone asked what they were doing. This happened because it 
had to. The evangelist Matthew writes, “This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, ‘Say to the Daughter of Zion, “Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”’” These events were prophesied over 500 years 
earlier by the Prophet Zechariah, so that when the Israelites saw Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, they would know what was going on. 
 
The significance of these things was not lost on the people. Without any direction from Jesus, 
they spread their cloaks and some palm branches on the road. They rightly honored Him as the 
royal Son of David. They quoted from the victory Psalm, Psalm 118, “Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” (v. 26). But for all that they were able to put together, they did not fully 
understand what the coming of Jesus meant. They were hoping for an earthly king to restore 
Israel to its former glory. But those hopes were dashed when only a few days later, “The King of 
the Jews” (Mt. 27:37) was nailed to a Roman cross. 
 
What they could not see, was that there was no more fitting crown for Him to wear than the 
crown of thorns, and there was no better throne for Him than that terrible cross. Hidden behind 
all the shame and torment a great battle was taking place, the battle of the ages, the battle of 
good vs. evil, of righteousness vs. unrighteousness, of life vs. death. And the only way for the 
battle to be won was for Jesus to become sin in order to blot it out, to enter death in order to kill 
it, to make Himself the victim in order to catch the demonic lion in a trap from which he cannot 
escape. All of this was taking place on that hill outside of Jerusalem. But the Roman soldiers did 
not know it, and neither did the Jewish leaders or the disciples and friends of Jesus, even 
though He told them that this had to happen. They could see only suffering and death; the 
glory and victory were hidden from their eyes. 
 
The Apostle Paul explains that “None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 
the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him’—these things God has 
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revealed to us through the Spirit” (1Cor. 2:8-10). If the Jewish and Roman leaders recognized that 
Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah, they would not 
have sent Him to the cross. But the cross is where He had to go. The cross is where He atoned 
for our sins, where He absorbed the wrath of God in our place, where He died for us the death 
we all deserve. No one who watched it happen thought he was looking at the greatest victory of 
any king in history. But then looks can be deceiving. 
 

II 
God does not reveal His power in the world or in this place through amazing signs and 
miracles or through impressive words of wisdom that the people of the world come running to 
hear. He reveals His power through preaching (1Cor. 1:22-25). And the power of preaching is in 
the message, not in the delivery. Paul again writes, “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God” 
(1Cor. 2:1-5). 
 
Just as Jesus came as a humble King to conquer sin and death in the world, so He still comes 
humbly through the preaching of the Gospel to conquer sin and death in you. Your parents 
could not see Jesus’ presence at your baptism, but He was there in all His glory. From His 
position of power and majesty at the right hand of God the Father, He covered you with the 
royal robes of His righteousness, and bestowed upon your head the crown of His salvation. At 
your baptism, this conquering King scattered the forces of evil arrayed against you. Through 
the humble application of water along with the Word, the devil and his army had to beat a 
hasty retreat. They are no match for the power of God’s Word. 
 
And Jesus comes not only at baptism, but every time His Word is proclaimed. He comes 
through the Absolution announced by the pastor and destroys every stronghold of sin in the 
heart. He comes when the sermon is preached and His grace is declared for sinners. He comes 
in the Sacrament of the Altar, offering His own glorified body and blood for you to eat and 
drink for your forgiveness. Whenever the promises of God are presented, whenever His Gospel 
is preached, He comes in power wielding the sword of the Spirit. Where Jesus is present in 
Word and Sacrament, there God’s kingdom has come, a kingdom that shall never be 
overthrown. Zechariah prophesied as much about the coming King that He, “shall speak peace to 
the nations,” and “his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth” (Zec. 
9:10). 
 

III 
You are part of this everlasting kingdom by faith in Jesus, and you have a share in the glory of 
this conquering King. But that is not how it looks to the world, and it may not feel very much 
like it from your perspective either. The unbelieving world loves to point out how weak the 
kingdom of Christ appears to be. “Just look at Jesus’ followers,” they say. “They are no better 
than the rest of us, and they have a lot less fun than we do. Some kingdom! Some king! You can 
see things the way you want, but we will see things as they are.” And we must admit that we 
do have doubts. We think to ourselves that if Jesus is the King He says He is, then He should be 
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able to make my problems and troubles and pains go away. If He is the King of creation, then 
He should be able to destroy all the wicked rulers and evil efforts around the world. 
 
So then what we want is exactly the kind of king that the Israelites were looking for on Palm 
Sunday. But Jesus is not that king. Wanting Him to be little more than a professional problem 
solver does great dishonor to the work He accomplished. What He did is beyond our 
comprehension. By the shedding of His holy blood, He redeemed billions upon billions of 
sinners, who had grossly violated the law of God. And He is still active today, extending His 
kingdom one converted heart after another. If He is as weak as the world says, how is it that the 
Gospel continues to be preached around the world? Why do earthly powers topple and family 
dynasties die if they are so much greater and more powerful than Jesus? Of course they are not. 
Jesus our King lives to declare His victory to all, and He will not stop His saving work until He 
returns visibly on the Last Day. 
 
Now He comes in humility, hiding His glorious presence in humble means for your sake. But 
then He will come in His full glory and majesty, with a demonstration of power, strength, and 
might like the world has never seen. Until that time comes, prepare yourself with a repentant 
heart to meet your King where He promises to be found in all His grace and goodness. Behold, 
Your King Comes Humbly to You. “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


